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 “To You I shall offer a sacrifice of  
thanksgiving, and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I shall pay my vows to the Lord; Oh may it be in the 
presence of all His peoples, in the courts of the Lord’s 

house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.   
Praise the Lord!”   

      —Psalm 116 : 17—19 (NASB) 
 
 Recently, I was invited to a dinner gathering 
with some high school classmates.  We met at the 

home of one of our 
friends, a gal I have 
known since we were 
five years old.  She, and 
her husband, opened 
their home to about a 
dozen of us members of 
the Class of 1978.  We 
all arrived at the appoint-

ed hour and gathered for some pleasantries.  Some of 
us had not seen each other for quite some time, so we 
took the opportunity to get reacquainted.  After a few 
minutes, our hostess asked me to say a blessing over 
our meal.  She then instructed us to take our food into 
the dining room, where there were chairs scattered 
about, and a rather large table sat in the middle of the 
room.  Once we seated ourselves according to Social 
Distancing rules, we were able to eat and chat and 
catch up on each others’ lives. 
  

 It was interesting, though, as the discussion 
persisted, that we really didn’t spend as much time as 
I thought we would talking about ourselves and the 
silly things we did in our younger days.  Nor did we 
focus much on our families and/or careers.  Much of 
our time was spent talking about how Covid has 
changed our lives at home and at work.  We discussed 
those we knew who have or had the disease, and vari-
ous other aspects of the “new normal.” 
  

 As I look back on that dinner, I’ve come to 
realize that what most of my friends were expressing 
was a thankfulness to still be 
alive.  At Class reunions or 
Alumni Banquets in the past, we 
talked of life.  Now, we are talk-
ing about death, and how God has 
saved it from us.  I truly believe 
the conversation was summed up 
by one of my classmates that evening in a very strik-
ing way.  Laura is a Breast Cancer survivor, and she 
nearly lost her life a few years ago to that horrible ill-
ness.  During the dinner conversation, Laura said, “I 
nearly died once; I don’t want to have to go through 
THAT again so soon.” 

  

 The psalmist of Psalm 116 had gone through 
one of those “near-death experiences.”  And, while we 
aren’t exactly sure what happened, whether it was a 
result of fighting in a military battle, or if he was at-
tacked by enemies or robbers, or if he suffered due to 
illness or physical trauma, we know that he was cer-
tain that death was tugging at his heels.  He was con-
vinced that he would not survive.  “The cords of death 
encompassed me,” he said in verse 3, “and the terrors 
of Sheol came upon me.”  For our psalm writer, it was 
a very harrowing experience.  The anguish he faced 
seemed overwhelming.  He describes his plight, and 
his rescue, with great color and dimension.  He tells us 
that it was when he was at his lowest point, God, ra-
ther miraculously, 
steps in and saves the 
day.  He will live to 
give testimony for his 
life and well-being, 
and he really hopes he 
gets to do so when all 
the great crowds of 
people are gathered 
together for public 
worship. 
  

 Every year, we set aside a day in November to 
give thanks.  As families sit together at tables, prayers 
are often spoken.  Those prayers usually include 
thanks for safe travel, being together, and for all the 
great and delicious goodies on the table.  But I really 
believe, that this year, we should simply thank God 
for life; “life in all it’s fullness,” as Jesus described it 
in John 10:10.  Too often, we take life for granted.  
And then, something horrible happens and we are 
blind-sided by death.  This pandemic can certainly be 
regarded as “horrible.”  Far too many lives have been 
lost, families have suffered, and communities have 
been devastated.  Life is truly a gift from God, and 
sometimes, He has gone far above and beyond to pre-
serve a life.  That is a fact to which many of us can 
attest.  I wish you peace this Thanksgiving … peace, 
comfort, and most importantly, life. 
  

   Pastor Pete 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, November 2 @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, November 9 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, November 30 @ 6:00 PM 

Daylight Savings Time 
Comes to an END!!! 

(Boooo!!) 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks 
BACK 1 hour before going to 

bed on  

Saturday, October 31st  

to be Observed  
Sunday,  

November 1 
 

The passing of the 
Saints will be  

remembered during the 
morning worship  

service on Nov 1st.    

We will recognize 
OUR Veterans  

 

Sunday, 
November 8th 

 

during the morning 
worship service. 

1 Nick Davis 
 Tracy Bauer 
13 Barb Richter 
16 Ethan Ratcliff 
22  Mason Horner 
23 Emily Kingrey 
26 Scott Bauer 
30 Mark Browning 
       Scott Davis 

 
 

Will be during 
 the week of  

Thanksgiving.   
 
 

Please come and help us 
adorn our church for the  

Christmas season. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+time+change+clipart&view=detail&id=D7121269F304403574C044B33B2FAB0CF9293D08&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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 Shoebox Packers Needed!  
 The Supplies are ready, the only thing missing is YOU!  

You and your family are invited to pack shoeboxes at your con-
venience!  Boxes are already folded and labeled.   
 
 
 

Here’s Jackie Blanton at the beginning of the line which 
starts near the Fellowship Hall door.  

 
 
 
 
 

Simply choose a box ,and note what age group it is for and 
whether it is for a boy or a girl.   If you desire, boxes with 

QRC codes can be scanned and shipping paid for, so that you 
can follow your box!  This way, you can go on line at a later 
date and see which country the box is being shipped to!  
 
 
 
 

 
The line is set up with each item labeled, so it makes it easy 

to know who gets each item.  
 
 
 
 

 
We have already had a few families and individuals come 

and pack. Left is Mike & Lori Payne. They were on their way 
home from town and called to see if they could come! They 
packed 50 boxes!! 
 
  
  

 
Completed boxes go on the stage.  

 
There are many more to be done!  
Our Goal is to pack 625 boxes downstairs!  Help get the Word 
of God spread to the outer most parts of the world! 
Contact Trish Shaffer and schedule a time. (740)-858-2621 / 
Cell# (740)-727-3284  
(Left : Trish Shaffer & Jackie Blanton in front of the first 50 
boxes packed by April Skaggs, Diana Wellman, Jackie & Trish.) 
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 We would like to thank our Church Family for all their support and 
love during the passing of our beloved father, grandfather, and great 
grandfather, Delbert.   
 The visits, the cards, and the conversations he had with so many 
during hi illness meant so much to him.  Also, a “BIG Thank You” to our 
wonderful service stewards for the delicious meal after the service.    
 Delbert loved you all and our prayers are that we can continue to 
show the love for God and others as he did.    
   With thankfulness, The Entler Family 

 We appreciate your support for House of Faith Orphanage.  The kids are back in school now.  First time 
since March.  We put 6 of our older boys from House of Faith Orphanage in a rented house last week.  The 6 
boys aged out and we wanted to five them one year to learn to be responsible and independent.  We are paying 
their rent, buying them food, medical and some are still in school.  It sure is hard to let them go.  We have 12 
boys living at the orphanage now.  Education bills have been met.  It is quite expensive to attend school in Haiti.  
God has supplied our needs.  We give Him praise.  May God continue to bless the church. 
     Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, October 5, 2020 
 

Attendance: (10), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley,  JR Holsinger, Linda Horner, 
Sharon Wessel, Linny Livingston, Jennie Entler, Cindy Hurley and Rhonda Hammond. 
Pastor Pete called the meeting to order and said the opening prayer.     
 

TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler  
 Beginning Balance $20,060.77 
     Offerings  $13,355.00 
     Expenses  $12,925.59 
     Ending Balance $20,490.18 
   

$165.67 net under budget—the be we’ve had in a long time 
 

TRUSTEES:  met on September 28, 2020 with 4 in attendance 
Finished work on the restrooms 
It was decided to stick with Rumpke since they purchased Elkins Waste.  We will see how 

they do this time around. 
Otis Elevator came and did a safety check on our elevator, we are approved. 
Elevator door to the parking lot is sticking.  JR did some work on it, however, it is still stick-

ing.  Going to try again. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:  Sondi Conley--Making treat bags to pass out to the kids. 
 

SERVICE STEWARDS:  The meal following Delbert’s funeral was very good and greatly ap-
preciated. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
We have cut back on the number of Daily Bread Devotionals that we receive to 12.  Pete 

wanted to know if we have sent them any money lately?  Jennie said that we have not.  
Pete wants to send them something so that we will still receive the Daily Bread.  It was 
agreed to send them $100. 

Linda suggested that in addition to everyone getting a squirt of hand sanitizer on the way in 
that they also get one on the way out the door.  

 

Pete closed the Board meeting. 
 

Next meeting will be November 9th at 6:30 PM.   
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
 

 

Charge Conference Meeting 
 

Opened the Charge Conference meeting 
Pete passed out the Officer and Committees list for 2021.  After the list was made up Joyce Coleman put in a 

request to be removed from the Trustees Committee.  Someone has been asked to replace Joyce, howev-
er, as of this meeting they have not made a decision. 

Salaries for 2021 will remain the same as for 2020.   
Safe Sanctuaries Policy—Pete said that was one thing that they would ask about at the Charge Conference.  

We haven’t reviewed ours in quite some time and we need to.  Pete said that he would tell them that be-

cause of COVID-19, we haven’t met and probably will not until 2021. 
 

Pastor Pete Shaffer closed our Charge Conference Meeting.  Cindy Hurley said the closing prayer.  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SHOE BOX COLLECTION CENTER 

Collection Week November 16-24, 2020  
Be sure and spread the word:  

that Nauvoo Church is a place to bring your shoe boxes!   
 We will need volunteers to be at the church during specified  
collection hours.   So check your calendars now for available 
dates to serve:  
 

    Hours: 

Monday, November 16:    5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, November 17:   5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, November 19:    5:00 PM – 7:00 PM                                                                        
Thursday, November 20:  5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Friday, November 21:      3:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Saturday, November 22:    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Sunday, November 23:   2:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
Monday, November 24:   9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

There will be a signup sheet on the back table in the sanctuary, or you can call Trish at  
740-858-2307.  We are already listed on the official web site as a “Drop-Off Location” at :  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/drop-off-locations/ 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

