
   

 
 

“Having therefore such a hope, 
we use great boldness in our speech.” 

 

   - II Corinthians 3:12 (NASB) 
 

 In February, 1991, I attended a spiritual renew-
al weekend known as “The Walk To Emmaus.”  Dur-
ing those three days, I met some really great guys, 
who helped me along in my journey with Jesus.  One 
particular young man, whose name was Jeff, gave one 

of the talks that weekend.  He 
started off his presenta-
tion by telling us that 
about a year prior, he 
and his wife had no-
ticed that a pair of Rob-
ins had  begun building 
a nest just outside their 

kitchen window.  They watched in fascination 
as the pair worked together, over the course of 
a few days, to prepare a place that they might 
lay eggs and bring new Robins into the world.  
Jeff told us that it was during those days of 
wonder that his wife informed him that they, 
too, would soon be having their first child!  
They were so excited.  They immediately began to 
work on a room in their house, which they had desig-
nated the “Nursery.”  The news spread rapidly through 
their families, their church, and their places of work.  
Everyone was so happy for them, and many were 
looking forward to the bundle of joy which was soon 
to join them. 
 

 But, a few months into her pregnancy, Jeff’s 
wife felt something was terribly wrong.  They went to 
their doctor, who gave them the horrible news that no 
one ever wants to hear.  She was losing her baby.  Jeff 
explained to us that nothing could be done, and ulti-
mately, they faced a miscarriage.  Through tears, Jeff 
tried to explain to us how heartbroken they were.  He 
shared how they dealt with Halloween that Fall, and 
then Thanksgiving and Christmas … holidays that 
they had planned to celebrate together as a family, 
which became dreaded, horrific events. 
 

 He also told us that had it not been for their 
immediate and church families, they never would have 
made it through the rough times.  Their parents and 
their closest friends were all Christians.  Many times, 
folks just happened to come along when they desper-
ately needed to be lifted up.  Countless prayers were 
offered up, errands and chores were taken care of, and 
meals were delivered.  Jeff said that he had never felt 
so wrapped up in God’s love.  He extolled the virtues 
of the Body of Christ, and taught all of us there that 

weekend what loving others on behalf of Jesus was 
really all about. 
 

 At the conclusion of his talk, on that brisk Feb-
ruary morning, Jeff said that he had looked out the 
kitchen window, just prior to coming to the Emmaus 
Walk, and saw that the Robins had returned to build 
another nest.  And, a couple of days prior to that, his 
wife had told him she was pregnant again!  Everyone 
in the room got up from their chairs and went forward 
to embrace him.  It was an incredible moment.  There 

were no dry eyes, but there was plenty of praise 
being lifted up to God! 
 

 One of the greatest truths contained in the 
Gospel message is that, because of Jesus, there is 
always hope.  We live in a 
world that has given up, be-
cause few, if any, unbelievers 
have hope for any kind of fu-
ture.  Recent events have left 
us all to ponder if there is any 
hope for our world.  It seems 
that all the news we hear is 
bad news, and it just continues 
to spiral downward.  But the 

message of the Cross, the message 
we have staked our lives on, is a 
message of true hope.  While we 
live in this world, we have to deal with the pain, suf-
fering and injustice we see all too often.  But we do 
not have to succumb to it.  Christ’s resurrection from 
the dead has made all the difference!  We can now go 
forth and boldly proclaim to all that there is hope … 
and it’s found in Jesus! 
 

Writing to the Church at Corinth, the Apostle 
Paul reminded them that because we have hope in Je-
sus, we can speak freely and factually about the hope 
we have accepted for our own lives.  He encouraged 
them to share openly with anyone who would listen.  
God was, and still is, in the business of extending 
hope to all.  We must con-
tinue to carry our Paul’s ad-
monition to speak with great 
boldness.  When others hear 
our own stories, and see how 
Jesus has changed our lives, 
they will be drawn to Him.  
Remember, Church … there 
is hope! 
 

 

   Pastor Pete 

“… the 

message we 

have staked 

our lives 

on, is a 

message 

of true 

hope …” 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, March 7 @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, March 14 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, March 28 @ 6:00 PM 
CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

Set your clocks  
AHEAD 1 hour  

before going to bed on  
Saturday, March 12th!! 

Easter Flower  
Orders Now Being  

Accepted.  
  

In order to make our Sanctu-
ary look more like a garden 
this Easter, we have ordered a mixture of 
Easter flowers.  An order form is availa-
ble at the church or you can send a check 

to the church at: 
  

      Nauvoo UMC 
      1403 5th Street 
            West Portsmouth, OH  45663  
  

 
The cost is $12.00 per flower and don’t for-
get to include your in honor or in memory 
of requests.  If you have any questions con-
tact the church at 740-858-2621. 

 
Happy Easter! 

March 2, 2022 
Service begins at 7:00 PM 

Bassinet 
Needed!! 

 

Do you have a gently 
used bassinet?  
Would you be  

willing to donate it to 
our Nauvoo UMC 

Nursery?  If so, 
please contact Sondi 

Conley. 
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DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

Donations of eggs, candy and 
toys to fill the eggs are needed.  
Also small prizes to give all the 
children would be greatly appre-
ciated.  Please contact Leichia 

Davis at 740-858-6455 for more 
information.  Thanks! 

  3—Nancy Casey 
  4—Kristen Bernard, Christopher Lyon 
  7—Dan Maple 
  8—Tim Wellington 
  9—Chuck Horner, Ken Irwin,  
           Mike Payne 
12—Michelle Stahler 
15—Bob Hill 
16—McKenzie Lester 
19—Angel Hammond, Rainey Johnson 
20—Leichia Davis 
22—Eric Hurst 
26—Emily Hammond, Mark Hammond 
27—Brooklyn Johnson 
31—Pam Lester, Sharon Wessel

10—Roger & Misti Cunningham 
12—Mike & Lori Payne 
21—Paul & Sondi Conley

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Saturday, April 16th 
at the Fire Station 

Be On The Lookout For Shoebox  
   Item Sales! 
 

Hat, Gloves, Scarves, winter clothing , Valentine’s Day, St Patrick’s Day’s items are on 
clearance, or will soon be on clearance.  Take an extra moment when you are at the store and 
check out the clearance aisles for OCC! 
  

We will need Bars of Soap this year!  We can no longer buy the large bars in bulk.  
Can You Help? We will Need 800 bars!  Dollar Tree has bar soap 3/$1.00, so this is a good 
comparison for other purchases.  A green tub for collecting donated Shoebox items is by the 
information table.  Thank You! 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 

2022 Budget 
 
 

Account #    Account Description   Budget Amount 
 1000    APRMT Conf Apportionments   7,795 
 1010    APRMT Gen Church Apportionments  5,630 
 1050    APRMT Shawnee Valley District   2,959 
 1100    Van          500 
 1200    Choir Expenses        500 
 1300    Church Utilities              15,000 
 1400    Conference Expenses         — 
 1500    Custodial Supplies        400 
 1510    Custodian’s Salary     3,500 
 1600    Education/Literature     1,800 
 1700    Evangelism      1,000 
 1800    Fellowship Activities/Service Stewards  1,000 
 1900    Flowers/Bible/Gifts        500 
 2000    Insurance-Church/Parsonage/Van   6,700 
 2100    Lift Expenses      1,200 
 2200    Miscellaneous      3,000 
 2250    Missions      4,000 
 2300    Office Supplies/Repairs    1,500 
 2400    Pastor’s Poor Fund        500 
 2500    Parsonage Utilities     7,000 
 2600    PERSONNEL Fed/Fiscal Withholding  2,300 
 2610    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Reimbursements             6,000  
 2620    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Hospitalization           19,500  
 2630    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Pension            15,300 
 2640    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Salary            36,100 
 2650    PERSONNEL Secretary’s Salary   2,300 
 2660    PERSONNEL State of Ohio W/H      100 
 2670    PERSONNEL Treasurer’s Salary   2,750 
 2680    PERSONNEL Worker’s Comp      850 
 2700    Pianist          300 
 2800    Postage         300 
 2900    Pulpit Supply         450 
 3000    Real Estate Taxes     1,500 
 3100    Scholarship      1,000 
 3400    Trustee Improvement     6,000 
 3500    Special Activities        — 
 3600    Youth                 1,000   
   3700    Children                 1,500  
   3800                     
      TOTAL            $161,070 

OPPURTUNITY  TO HELP WITH KENTUCKY TORNADO RECOVERY 
 

A disaster response team from North Broadway UMC will be traveling to the Mayfield, KY are to assist 
with tornado clean-up from April 2 to April 9.  Anyone is welcome to travel with the group.  If you are 
interested, contact their coordinator ASAP, so plans can be finalized.  You can work the entire 

week or a few days. 
 

Mariann Brush, North Broadway UMC Adult Missions and ERT Coordinator, 614-623-5539 



 5 

 

It’s Time to Save Seeds!  
JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES  

GARDENING PROJECT 

HELPS PEOPLE TO HELP THEMSELVES 

  

       DESIRED SEEDS:      

Corn and Bush Beans in bulk 
would be greatly appreciated 

Beets     
Broccoli                             
Cabbage   
Carrots 
Cauliflower    
Corn 
Cucumbers 
Green/Bush Beans    

Herbs 
Lettuce 
Melons 
Peppers  
Radishes  
Spinach/Greens 
Squash/Pumpkins    
Turnips                              

DEADLINE: 
April 10th  LAST YEAR’S REPORT 

 

Donations from 13 states 
24,000 tomato plants  

32,100 lbs. Seed Potatoes 
10,350 Baking potatoes 

2,306 gardens   
 

15 southeast counties 
in Ohio were helped to 
grow gardens in 2021 

WE HELP 

Persons who have lost jobs, 

Senior Citizens         
  Families on Low Incomes 
Families on Fixed Incomes 

Where Are Our Shoeboxes Headed?? 
 

We put a tracking label on at least one shoebox per carton packed during collection week.  Our Shoe boxes are 
headed to at least SIX different countries!!  Here is the breakdown listed by Date processed at the Processing 
Center followed by the destination Country.  Keep Praying for safe travel for the boxes & for the hearts of the 
children who will receive them!   
 

December 3rd  Burundi   
December 4th  Mozambique,  Hard-To-Reach Places*, & Burundi  
December 5th  Madagascar & Honduras  
December 9th  Malawi  
December 13th  Madagascar  
December 17th  Madagascar  
December 18th Burundi  

 
 
 

Hard-To-Reach Places* are countries where it is illegal to be a Christian 
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 Ministry Update from 
HANDS OF GRACE, AFRICA 

February 23, 2022 
    The weather here has been very unpredictable, and.. 
late rains lead to late planting which carries young plants 
into cyclone and flood season, which in turn leads to 
smaller crops and smaller harvest and ultimately longer 
harder hunger seasons.   
     By the grace of God, we have been spared from 3 trop-
ical storms that were cyclone 3 status then downgraded.  
All hit land either to our north or our south, eliminating a 
direct hit and eminent destruction.  Praise God!!!  Thank 
you, prayer warriors. 
     However, we did not escape the constant rains for 4 
weeks, causing delays in our construction project at Bella 
Vista.  (pictured above right)  We were able to purchase 
the needed rebar for the grid work.  We have contracted a builder for the next phase and have hired the engi-
neer to oversee the pour of the 1st floor ceiling and 2nd floor floors.  Hoping for progress in the next few 
weeks. 
Material costs continue to rise due to the cost of fuel for shipping from South Africa.  Zimbabwe borders re-
main closed to any one other than natural citizens and essentials, so we are forced to pay the higher prices. 
      Our School, is back in full swing, with the president lifting all Covid related restrictions.  We just com-
pleted the 1st month of 4 day a week classes for all students.  

     Our Bible teacher resigned to move south for family reasons, so I 
picked up the slack.  After years of youth group, children’s church 
and drama team it feels good to be sharing the scriptures and helping 
them to come alive.  Each week a different group presents the scrip-
ture for Monday morning assembly so far, we have witnessed Shad-
rack, Meshack and Abednego saved from the fiery furnace by Faith 
in  God who saves (Daniel 3).  We have been shown what the love of 
a neighbor can do from the pages of Luke 10.  The weeks ahead are 
planned for crowd of people caught in hypocrisy as written in John 
chapter 8 and the prodigal son returned and reunited with the father 
that never stops loving him Luke chapter 15.  
It has been fun for all of us studying and preparing, maybe seeing 
things clearer or more personally than we would otherwise.  To see 
their faces, light up when it becomes real is still my favorite part of 
every class and every story.  It will never get old. 

     This is the second and final year of training for this group of students please pray 
for them as they prepare for practical placement to come Sept, Oct, & Nov with 
Graduation in December.  Pray they are filled with the wisdom of God to make good 
life choices and that they retain the knowledge and skills learned in class.  Pray they 
are transformed by the light of Jesus for a lifetime of joy and peace.  Pray that they 
bare much fruit. 
     I tell the students we are a team, and each player is important to the strength and 
success of the team.  Thanks for being a member of our team, financially, prayerful-
ly and cheering us on from day to day.  Together we will complete the Race. 
  

 
 
 

PayPal: 
Hands of Grace Africa  
@HandsofGraceAfrica 
Proctorville, OH 
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BACK ROW, L-R:  Allison Hurst, Kr isty Terry, Barb Warner , Cindy Hur ley, Kimmy Sparks, & Jamie 
Prater  
Front Row L-R:  Kristy Terry’s Coworker & daughter, Sophie Terry,  Denise Book, Lori Holsinger & Trish 
Shaffer            Not Pictured:  Nancy Par tlow 

Group Painting Party   
Brings Forth  

Hidden Talents! 
 

A group painting party at Nauvoo 
UMC on February 8th brought tal-

ents to light!  Mary Hess of Artfully Blissed, 
led the class one step at a time, to complete a 
painting.  Thanks to Allison Hurst & Cindy 
Hurley for organizing this & providing re-
freshments.  
 
CLOCKWISE Beginning Upper Left: 
Class room view from the back; front to 
back:  Kristy Terry, Allison Hurley, Denise 
Book, Barb Warner, Lori Holsinger & Mary 
Hess;  Nancy & Tom Partlow; Nancy’s com-
pleted painting; Kimmy Sparks; group photo, 
Jamie Prater; & Cindy Hurley 
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OFFERINGS 

 
January 30  $1,647.00 
February 6  $2,517.00 
February 13  $4,048.00 
February 20  $1,766.00 
 

ATTENDANCE 

January 30 51 
February 6 36 
February 13 63 
February 20 54 

 I am writing on behalf of the Red Bird Missionary Confer-
ence, Inc and Staff, Pastors, Churches, and Outreach Ministries.  
Thank you for your generous support for our ministries. 
 We try in every way to be good stewards of what we are 
given for the work of the Kingdom of God through the Red Bird 
Missionary Conference. 
  In God’s Service, Rev. Jim Savage 
   Dir. of  Missions and Outreach Ministries 

 Thank you!  The dear  people you just helped with your  
gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but 
if they did, I am certain their response would be — Thank you! 
 And through your financial support you are serving within 
a vital network of interactive relationships in the US and in more 
than 60 countries in which UMCOR and partnering agencies en-
gage in direct ministry to persons in need. 
 May we continue to reveal the love of God for men, wom-
en, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and national back-
grounds and to demonstrate the healing power of the gospel with 
those who suffer. 
       Grace and Peace, Roland Fernandes, Gen. Secretary 

 Thanks for your January donation for 
House of Faith Orphanage.  Things are so 
uncertain in Haiti still.  Bato, the director of 
HOF told me this morning that they have 
been hearing many guns shooting.  Such a 
terrible way to live.  They really have to 
watch their backs.  Only God can resolve the 
problems in Haiti. 
 Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

Southern Ohio Area OCC “Shoeboxers” 
 

Your area team leaders cordially invite you to a special Celebration/Prayer event  
for our area’s successful 2021 Shoebox Collection and 2022 Kick-off. 

 

There is much praise to give to the Lord and it wouldn’t be possible without all of you! 
 

FOOD!  GAMES!   PRIZES! 
 

  DATE:       Saturday, March 19, 2022 
  TIME:       10:00 AM 
  PLACE:      Oak Hill CCCU Church, 5104 St Rt 93, Oak Hill, OH  45656 
  FOOD:       Boxed Lunch, Snacks & Drinks provided 

 
We would appreciate your RSVP by March 15 to Rita Edwards—call or text 740-395-7220 or 

emal to RICHRITA10@GMAIL.COM 
 

Please consider carpooling with your team members/volunteers/donors. 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, February 14, 2022 
 

Attendance: (5), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley, Roger Cunningham, Tim Renn, and Rhonda Hammond.   
   
TREASURER REPORT:   
 Beginning Balance $35,674.43 
 Offerings  $14,357.60 
 Expenses  $15,584.35 
 Ending Balance $34,447368  
     
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE 

Tue   2/15 1-4 PM  Trish test at KDMC 
Sat   2/26 8-2 PM  Training at Rosemount FD  
Sun   2/27 6-8 PM  REFOCUS at Valley UMC 
Mon  2/28 6:30-9 PM OVFA at Rarden FD 
Tue   3/1 7 PM  WTFD Corp Meeting 
Mon  3/7 12 PM  Clergy Cluster @ Valley UMC 

 

 Annual Conference at Lakeside will be virtual again this year.  Pete and Paul will be attending it via their computers on 
June 4th and 5th .  
 

TRUSTEE   
 Ball park estimate for replacement of elevator is $44,000 to $51,000.  Our elevator is a lift and not an elevator and the 

lift is outdated.  You can no longer have lifts put in for commercial use.  The elevator is working fine right now.  This 
matter will be presented to the trustees at their next meeting. 

 We need to watch having things pushed up against the service door for the elevator and getting too much stuff in the 
upstairs elevator room. 

 
CHILDRENS 

 Sondi said she is just trying different things to keep the kids interested. 
 Curriculum has been ordered, it’s a Scavenger Hunt in the Bible.   
 She’s hoping to start offering incentives to encourage more kids to come.   
 
YOUTH—They are trying to get it going, but are only having 3 kids attend.  They have been asked to bring friends, spread 
the word. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 5th Sunday Song Service—Paul said that he thoroughly enjoyed it and felt that he was totally blessed the whole day.  
Next one is scheduled for May.  Hopefully the choir will be back.  Maybe Sondi can have the kids do something. 

 Combined Lenten Services will happen but without refreshments.  Churches scheduled are:  Wheelersburg, Minford, 
Sciotoville, S. Webster, Valley and Oldtown.  If a church would have to cancel then Nauvoo, Friendship or Haverhill 
would serve as backup churches.  Pete will have the Lenten services schedule this week. 

 Pete got a very good response about volunteers for REFOCUS and ready to get going with it. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Easter Egg Hunt will be at the Fire Station on Saturday, April 16th at the Fire Station.  Tim wondered if we could share 

at the Egg Hunt about something (children/youth event) happening at the church about 2 weeks after the Egg Hunt to 
get more kids interested in coming.  Movie Night at the Fire Station was suggested. 

 Are we going to feed the Easter Egg Hunters?  Hot dogs, bag of chips and a bottle of water was suggested.  Paul said 
the Fire Dept will feed them and it was said that Nauvoo UMC will help too.  Hopefully the bathrooms and playground 
equipment will be open at the Fire Station by then. 

 Need to have literature about NUMC at the Easter Egg Hunt.  Maybe have a table set up with information and people 
to talk to the parents of the children.   

 Maybe get some egg hunting bags and have the information inside them.  Sondi going to talk to Linny about bags. 
 100th Anniversary of NUMC is this year.  Should we start planning for a 100th celebration?  YES.  Would like to be 

able to have it outside.   
 
Tim closed the meeting and Paul said the prayer.  
Next meeting will be March 14th at 6:30 PM. Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

6:00 PM 

3/6    Wheelersburg UMC  with Rev. Dennis Bell 
3/13  Oldtown UMC   with Rev. Ed Litteral 
3/20 S. Webster: Christ UMC with Rev. Perry Prosch 
3/27 Sciotoville: Christ UMC with Rev. Pete Shaffer 
4/3 Minford UMC   with Rev. Rob Krebbs 
4/10  Valley UMC   with Rev. Greg Carter 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

