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 ñThen Naomi her mother-in-law said 
to Ruth, óMy daughter, shall I not seek secu-
rity for you, that it may be well with you?ôò   
                 ð Ruth 3:1 (NASB) 

 
 

 I once was speaking with a friend of mine 
who had lost both her daughter and her husband to 
death in the span of ten months.  She said to me, 
ñMy friends donôt understand how I feel.  No one 
is able to relate to me.  They just canôt compre-
hend how difficult this is.ò 
 

 As I listened to her, I was thinking 
in the back of my mind.  I realized that I 
certainly couldnôt comprehend what she 
was going through, either.  I had never 
lost two people that close to me in such a 
short amount of time.  And, while I did-
nôt say it to her, I felt inadequate to offer 

any kind of 
compassion-
ate response 
for her at that 
particular moment.  I 
continued to listen to 

my friend as she related her good days and bad 
days, the changes in her routine, and the confusion 
she was feeling. 
 

 All at once, the Holy Spirit reminded me 
about Naomi from the Book of Ruth.  Naomi was 
a woman who had experienced her share of losses.  
She had lost her husband and both of her sons in a 
short period.  Then, one of her daughters-in-law 
had also gone back to her family and childhood 
home.  Naomi was left with no viable means of 
support, and no future.  
She told Ruth, her one 
remaining daughter-in-
law to go back to her 
family.  But Ruth would-
nôt hear of it.  She made a 
vow to go with Naomi 
wherever she went.  So, the two of them headed 
back to Naomiôs homeland. 
 

 Upon their arrival, Naomiôs old friends 
greeted her warmly.  But, Naomi coarsely correct-
ed them, saying that now she was a bitter woman, 
plagued by grief and full of anger.  Iôm sure that 
mustôve seemed strange to the friends of her 

youth, but Ruth understood.  She had watched Na-
omi endure the hardships that had brought her to 
despair.  No one could really understand what Na-
omi was dealing with emotionally, spiritually, and 
mentally. 
 

 But then, God got involved.  He directed 
Ruthôs path to a family member who had the abil-
ity and the rights to redeem Ruth, and change Na-
omiôs future.  His name was Boaz.  Naomi saw 
the opportunity and decided to do something 
about it.  She began to channel her feelings of 

hurt, grief, shame and despair into helping 
Ruth find security.  And in so doing, she 
would be able to find purpose and direc-
tion for her own life.  
Of course, we know 
that in the end, Boaz 
did redeem Ruth, mar-
ried her and took both 
her and Naomi into his 
home.  Naomi became 
the grandmother to their children.  All was 
well! 

  

 I listened to my friend share her own tale 
of woe, and then I said, ñCan I offer a piece of ad-
vice?ò  She said, ñOf course.ò  I told her that it 
didnôt have to be a big deal, but to try to find a 
way to channel her pain into something positive 
for someone else.  I encouraged her to focus on 
one of her adult children, or maybe even one of 
her many grandchildren.  In other words, I gave 
her permission to be a ñmomò again. 
  

 You see, thatôs what good moms do.  They 
are always on the lookout for ways to help their 
children and grandkids find their way.  They want 
the best for their offspring, and they want to help 
them be secure.  Iôm so grateful for my own mom, 
and all the moms of my past, who took the time 
and energy to help me find my way in a very con-
fusing and hurtful world.  I certainly would not be 
where I am today. So, I want to wish all the moth-
ers, and especially my Mom, a very happy Moth-
erôs Day!  Keep on doing what you do best é 
keep on looking out for the security of the ones 
you love the most. 
 

  Pastor Pete 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

Itôs important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 
to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 

to attend. 
 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting in May @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, May 9 @ 6:30 PM 
CHAIR:  Tim Renn 

 

Trustees 
Monday, May 23 @ 6:00 PM 
CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

  1ðGary & Becky Sparks 
28ðJR & Lori Holsinger 

  5ðLarry Livingston  
  5ðBlaine Scott 
  6ðDave Lester  
  6ðTanner Richards 
16ðCraig Castle 
16ðSteve Mignerey 
18ðLinda Horner 
20ðTammi Castle 
20ðRuth Charles 
20ðCarl Weghorst 
21ðAngie Renn 
22ðLinny Livingston 
23ðDonnie Richards 
27ðBeth Campbell 
27ðEmily Weghorst 
28ðKristy Terry 
28ðJoe Bernard 

Seed Sorters Needed! 

Friday May 6th 10:30 a.m. 
 

Church Fellowship Hall 
 

Itôs time for the Jackson Area Ministry Garden Project!  
We need 12-15 people to sort out seeds for 600 gardens!   

We set up the tables in a U shape and fill lunch sacks assembly line style.   
We can get done in about 90 minutes.   

Please let Trish Shaffer know if you can help!  (740)-858-2307 
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INFORMATION NEEDEDé.PLEASE!!! 
 

I am updating our Nauvoo UMC Directory and I need to have any corrections 
or additions, as soon as you can.  If you have any address, phone, cell phone 
or email address changes or need to be added to the church directory, please 

send them to me at secretary@nauvooumc.org 
 

I will also take any Birthday or Anniversary additions or changes to the same 
email address.  There are Directory Information sheets on the information 
table at church that can be filled out and put in the offering or left on the in-

formation table if you prefer. 
Thank you all for your support! 

 

As of April 29th, 33 Directory update forms have been turned in.  
 I have had several emails returned, over the past 2 years, because email ad-
dresses have changed.  If you have had any changes to your information in 
the Church Directory or Birthday/Anniversary list in the last 2 years, please 
fill out a form or just email the corrections to secretary@nauvooumc.org.  I 
will be doing a new Church Directory in May and will be accepting forms 
and email changes through May 12th , so please get this information to me 
ASAP or the information that is currently in the Church Directory will be in 

the new Church Directory.  Thanks again! 
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Sweet Treats For You & the Love Of  
Our Sweet Savior For The Children! 
As a Fund Raiser for Operation Christmas Child, prepackaged plastic tubes  of  
M & Môs  are available on the information table.  The candy is yours to enjoy, but 
we ask that you return the tube filled with an offering of any amount.  The tubes 

will hold approximately $10.00 in quarters, but it can also hold dollar bills or a check.   
The following poem is attached to each tube.  All funds will go towards our goal of packing 800 
boxes this year! 

The sweets you taste and enjoy  
 Are reminders of the girls and boys  
 Who receive our shoeboxes worldwide,                         
And are given the precious gifts inside.  
 
In the midst of all the toil and strife,  
They are offered the gift of Eternal Life! 
 
   These tiny treats are meant for you, 
   But we ask that you return the tube. 
 
       Fill it with your quarters fair, 
      Checking every cushion and chair!  
 
   Now is the time to get your start;  
  Thanks from the bottom of our hearts!  

We Have a New Resident at the Church!  A robin has decided to build a nest in the 
front door wreath.  We are trying to be good to Godôs creatures and have put a note 
on the door to use the other door.  After all, the outside sign says ñAll Welcome!ò 
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 EGGS-Travaganza!  Our Easter Egg Hunt was our biggest one yet!  No one 
got an official count, but looking at photos, there were 100+ kids that gathered the 
4,000+  eggs in 7 minutes!  Before the mayhem started, the kids gathered in the 
firehouse bay to hear the Easter Story told by Trish Shaffer.  Thanks to Everyone 
who donated eggs, candy, prizes, money, etc., as well as the carpet that the kids sat 
on for the story time.  A special thanks to Leichia Davis for heading things up, to 
Pastor Pete for setting up a sound system, and to the Washington Township Fire 
Department for distributing the eggs across the park.  Picture credits go to Michelle 
Stahler, Emily Kingrey, Taylor Keen,  Anna Davis, & Trish Shaffer. 


