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“You too be patient; strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand.”

—James 5 : 8 (NASB)

It seems that just about every Thursday, usual-
ly toward evening, Trish has to remind me, “Hey!
You’d better get the trash out. The garbage man will
be coming in the morning.” So, |
kick myself for not remembering,
and go around the house, gathering
up the bags of trash from all the lit-
tle cans. Then, I make my way to
the kitchen, where the big can is,
and take that bag out as well.
Sometimes, I even have to go out to
the garage and get the bag from the
large can we keep out there. Once I have gathered all
the bags, I then carry them across the street to the
large receptacles behind the church. Once the task is
completed, I can think to myself, “Done for another
week!”

One evening, not too long ago, as I was mak-
ing my weekly trek to the back side of the church,
bags in hand, I had a revelation. “If I don’t make it
this week, it’ll be OK. The gar-
bage man will come back next
week. The trash will still be tak-
en away. It’s not like the trash is "OEADLINE
time-stamped. Why am I rush-
ing around, trying to beat a Friday morning deadline?”

Unfortunately, I think that has become the
mentality of many folks regarding the second coming
of Christ. I truly believe that most of the unsaved
population either, a) don’t know about it, or b) don’t
care, because they think that
there will be ample time to “get
ready.” 1 can hear their minds
whirring away, thinking, “I’'m 72
not ready for Jesus to come i w
back. He’s waited this long,
he’ll probably wait longer. I’ll
have plenty of time to get my
life in order. Right now, I’ve got too much that I want
to do for myself.”

It’s not an uncommon perspective. For centu-
ries, people have ignored the pleas of Christians to
prepare for the coming of the Lord. In the early
church, believers were convinced that the return of

Jesus was imminent. They took the message all
around the Roman Empire, trying to convince their
friends and neighbors to get ready. Throughout histo-
ry, the church has continued to proclaim the return of
the Savior, but most of the proclamations fell on deaf
ears. The masses simply did not want to hear about it.
During the 1960s, as was portrayed in the movie
“Jesus Revolution,” which was recently released and
became a box office smash,
the music of the era focused
heavily on the second coming. ©
Many heard and received the
message, but the great majori-
ty continued to ignore the
warnings. “I’ve got time,” they said to themselves,
trying to comfort their troubled minds. “Surely, He
won’t come back right now.”

So, here we are, quickly closing in on the mid-
dle of the 21* century, and the Church still says,
“Jesus is coming back!” Of this, there can be no
doubt. The Bible is chock full of teachings that refer-
ence the return of the Savior. There have been numer-
ous prophecies that have been, and are being, fulfilled
that preface His return. A thorough study of Scripture
leaves no question that Jesus, Himself, will be making
His second appearance soon. So, we must prepare our
hearts for His return. We cannot adopt the “I have
plenty of time” mentality. And, He won’t come back
over and over again, like the trashman. It’s a “one and
done” event. Once He comes back, then it’ll be too
late. There will be no more time to get ready. The
Apostle James encouraged his readers to be patient
and strengthen their hearts. And that is what I say to
you today. Prepare yourself for the most cataclysmic
event in the world’s entire history. When Jesus comes
back, life as we know it will never be the same. Are
you ready?

Pastor Pete
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"'Church Leadérip
Meeting

Monday,
May 8, 2023
at 6:30 PM *PayPal app and account required i
in the Fellowship Room

Please plan to attend this monthly

meeting if you are part of the
Leadership Team. / Y
oy
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= : . 1—Gary & Becky Sparks ,';W
@ - 23—Tim & Paulette Mitchell ‘,‘,‘ﬁ

w ol {,\,ﬂ\ﬂ‘% ; 28—JR & Lori Holsinger M
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S5—Larry Livingston \ %
5—Blaine Scott
6—Dave Lester
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6—Tanner Richards

16—Craig Castle
16—Steve Mignerey

Will meet on Tuesday, May 2nd at 1:00 PM at Mr. Gatti’s Piz-

17— Hudson Mitchell za, 1658 11th Street, in Portsmouth. If you would like a ride,
18— ILinda Horner or for more information, contact Mary Maple at 740-464-0628
20— Tammi Castle or Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2307. If you would like to car-
20—Ruth Charles pool, we will be leaving the church parking lot at 12:40 PM.

20—Carl Weghorst
21—Angie Renn
22—Linny Livingston
23—Donnie Richards
26—Austin Bricker
27—Beth Campbell
27—Emily Weghorst
28—KTristy Terry
28—Joe Bernard
29—Andie Jo Bricker




:shot of the crucifixion, burial
iand resurrection of Jesus on
. Palm Sunday, April 2nd, called

. “The Empty Tomb.”

EEveryone did a great job of ex-
i claiming that Jesus is Alive!
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|E GG HUNT
|W1th an additional 4,000 eggs purchased by the

| Washington Township Fire Department, we had
inearly 7,000 eggs for the 125+ children that attend-
led the egg hunt on April 2nd. Prior to the hunt, Pas-
Itor Pete shared the Easter Story with the chlldren

| \and adults. Following the hunt, each child received
'a wooden cross, as well as an additional prize, given
'by Leichia Davis (lower right).




AttendanRest(drl)Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Paul Co

Administrative BoaMbnHd gyl i gdpersi forl O,

ni ngham, Linda Horner, Karen Ciraso, JR Hol sin
TREASURER REPORT:

Beginning Balance: $13,005.69

Offerings: 15486.83
Expenses: (14.973.97)
Ending Balance: $13,518.55 Offerings are under $246.24 per week.
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Budget committee met on March 1, 2023 to get a feel of finance outlook if the disaffiliation vote passes.
Apportionments with the Global Methodist Church (GMC) would be $8600, which are about $16,000 with
the UMC. If we went independent there would be no apportionments. If we decided to join a different de-
nomination, we don’t know what they would be.

Pastor’s Salary with GMC is very similar to what it is now with the UMC.

Hospitalization with GMC would be similar to UMC with Pastor plus 1. Family would cost more.

Pension with UMC is 25% with GMC it would be 10%. GMC has 401K with the church paying 5% and the
pastor would match that. Independent would be 10%.

GMC provides life insurance and long term disability.

If we disaffiliate and joined the GMC, we would fill out a questionnaire and they would provide matches for
us to interview for Pastor. If we went Independent, then we would have to figure that out for ourselves.
From a budget standpoint, we feel like we would be okay if we disaftiliate.

If the vote comes back to disaffiliate, then we have to decide on a name, whether to be independent or join
another denomination, that decision needs to be ASAP.

Nazarenes have no interest in picking up a disaffiliated church.

If we disaffiliate, the money is due by June 15™ and we will cease to be UMC on July 1*.

All decisions will be made after the April 30™ vote.

If we vote to disaffiliate then all decisions, we make about our new church can include non-members. Butch
thinks it would be beneficial to include non-members.

Disaffiliation vote on April 30", If the vote passes, then information about decisions needed to be made for
new church will be shared on May 7" and then vote on what we want to do as a new church.

GMC or Independent are what we are looking at. Property stays with the church in both cases.

We have a lot to accomplish in a very small time frame if we choose to disaffiliate.

Rhonda will mail the letter on Friday, April 14™. Needs to be postmarked by April 20™.

If we disaffiliate then we will be cut off from the UMC on July 1*.

JR made a motion to have Nauvoo Methodist Church as our new name. Roger seconded. Tim asked if all
agreed to the name. All agreed.

If we disaffiliate and join the GMC then we would be Nauvoo Methodist Church, an affiliation of the GMC.
If we would stay independent, then we would be Nauvoo Methodist Church.

It was decided to have a Carry-in Dinner on vote day, April 30", right after worship and before the vote at
2:00 PM. E v _e r ysavélceme to come to the dinner. Members only for the vote at 2:00 PM.

Scholarship committee met and we usually give out 2 NUMC scholarships. However, there were 4 students
from this congregation they wanted to give to and after looking at the treasurer’s report, it was decided that
there was enough money to give to all 4 students. Thank you so much. There were 2 applicants for the Mary
Smalley Music Scholarship and 1 student was chosen for it.

PPRC REPQathy Coleman

Thankful for the Children’s Easter Program. The kids learned the songs and motions in just one rehearsal.
If she can keep Heather helping, she would like to have them on a regular basis, even non-holidays.

Butch said that it’s a proven fact that you get the kids involved in church, you get the parents involved, then

your church will grow. I .....Continued on page 9. I
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CLASS OF 2023—OQur Portsmouth West High School Graduates
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Grabrielle “Gabby”
Sparks
Plans to attend
Hocking College
Park Ranger

Brody Scott
Will be graduating from
Scioto County Career
Technical Center

Phlebotomy

Mitchell Irwin Charlie Jo Howard Emily Ruth Hammond
Plans to attend Plans to attend Plans to attend
Marshall University | Shawnee State University = Scioto County Career
Civil Engineering Nursing Technical Center
Pharmacy Tech

The Portsmouth West High School
Graduation ceremony will be on
Friday, May 19th
7:00 PM
Football Stadium

A Prayer for our Gr g

At this exciting time of changes and challenges,
no matter what life brings, may you always be:

Gr a c i youu Bfg a reflection of our good and gracious God. AGrow in grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus,0 2 Peter 3:18  fAMay the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit,0 Psalms 1:25

Re | i enmGbdd,in every area—Ilife, work, and relationships. fiTrust in the LORD
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding,0 Proverbs 3:5

As s u rofsGdd,’s love, presence and protection always. fiNever will I leave you;,
never will I forsake you,0 Hebrews 13:5 Al have loved you with an everlasting
love;0 Jeremiah 31:3

Di | i gemembering always—you serve the Lord Jesus. filWhether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God,d 1 Corinthians 10:31

Un wa v e iniyonrgcgmmitment to what is right. fiSo be careful to do what
the LORD your God has commanded you,; do not turn aside to the right or to the
left.0 Deuteronomy 5:32

At t e ntd ybuy leord because he promised to guide you. AYour ears will hear
a voice behind you, saying, AThis is the way, walk in it.0 Isaiah 30:21

Tr ut hnkverllying in any way to yourself or others. ATruthful lips endure
forever, but a lying tongue last only a moment.0 Proverbs 12:19

Et e r nfad d use @ldlse in life is in proper perspective because:

“Only one life, will soon be past.

Only what’s done for Christ, will last.”




NUMC MAKES HI STORI C VO

In a unanimous decision, members of Nauvoo United Methodist Church voted 47-0 to disaffiliate
from the United Methodist Church. During a Church Conference held at 2:00pm on Sunday, April 30,
Shawnee Valley District Superintendent, Rev. Calvin Alston, Jr. declared that Nauvoo UMC had met all
of the requirements to break ties with the denomination, pursuant to Paragraph 2553 of the UMC Book of
Discipline. This vote was the culmination of months of planning and preparation, led by Finance Chair
Karen Ciraso and Treasurer Jennie Entler. During the Church Conference, Karen was elected to be the
document signer for the congregation. During the next 60 days, Karen will be working closely with the
Shawnee Valley District office to complete the task.

There are two more main components left to finish in order for the break to be complete. First, the
West Ohio Annual Conference will have to ratify the disaffiliation. That vote is scheduled for Thursday,
June 1%, when the West Ohio A.C. votes during the first day of this year’s session. There are many
churches seeking disaffiliation that will be voted on that particular day. Second, our exit fees must be
paid in full by June 15™. According to Rev. Alston and the Conference Treasurer’s Office, that total is
right at $50,000. The Leadership Team had anticipated this amount, and have planned to mortgage the
parsonage in order to secure a loan from People’s Bank. These exit fees are two-fold: First, we are to pay
two years of Apportionments (twelve months prior to the exit date of June 30", and twelve months follow-
ing) in full; and, second, we must pay our fair share of the Conference’s Pension liability.

This decision has not been reached unadvisedly or taken lightly. Much prayer and discernment
has been expended to get to where we are. The congregation at Nauvoo Methodist Church is to be com-
mended for being diligent in seeking God’s will for our future. Thank you, everyone, for your participa-
tion in this crucial and monumental task. Please continue to pray as we make decisions regarding our fu-
ture ministry and alignment.
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Thanks for your donation to House of Faith Orphanage

ministry. We really do appreciate it. You have been so faithful to
I’m Carmen Rayburn’s niece and

the Ministry in Haiti for many years. I wish I could tell you every-

thing was doing great there, but the gangs are still running rampant

all over Haiti. Still kidnapping, killing and stealing going on. I am

praying that God will shut down every motorbike that belongs to a

gang and that the guns will not fire. They have no regard for life.

It get frustrating at times. I send money from our HMS bank to the

Haiti bank to help keep it safe, but the people have to be very care-
ful when they go to the bank. That country needs God so much.
Please help us pray for protection of our churches, schools and or-

I'live in Florida. Thank you so much for

ministering to her while she battled can-

cer and death. I appreciate the church

providing the after services luncheon for

the family. I rest so much better knowing

she had God’s servant by her side.

Thank you. What a witness you’ve all

been to her unchurched children. I pray

the kindness will make an impact that’s

phanage that we manage.
May God Bless all of you,. Love, AiMomO Barb Richter
life altering. Light in the darkness
changes things.

God Bless, Kim Hamilton

Thank you for your April donation for House of Faith Or-
phanage Ministry. We appreciate it. Your money will go towards
the 6 mountain teachers.

Keep Haiti and House of Faith Orphanage in your prayers.
The gangs have burnt people’s houses and some have come to stay
at the orphanage to sleep for safety. May God continue to Bless
you. Love, AMomO Barb Richter

Thank you so much for all you did for our Mom, Carmen
Rayburn, since day one of her illness. Thank you for all you did
for us during the service.

Thank you, Carmen Rayburn family
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Below is some information we thought would be helpful to you as we make our decisions
for our new church. Should we stay independent? Join the Global Methodist Church?
Join another denomination?
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Pete or a Leadership Team member.
Voting will be on Sunday, May 7th.

EV ERY ON¥elcome to vote on our future church decisions.

| NDEPEND

~ KL OBAL

CHURCH

METHG

DI SDTHER
DENOMI

NATI

PROS

No apportionments

Less apportionments

Apportionments vary

No hierarchy

Less hierarchy

Hierarchy varies

Book of Discipline already done

Book of Discipline already
done

Focus on localized

Focus on evangelism & disciple-

Focus on variety of minis-

ministries ship tries/issues
Congregation can set Orthodox/Wesleyan theology Wesleyan theologies
theology

Connectional Connectional

No Trust Clause

60 day exit plan

Assistance with finding a new
pastor

Assistance with finding a
new pastor

Aftiliations with orthodox/
Wesleyan seminary and schools

Affiliations with denomina-
tional schools

Health care/Pension plan for pas-
tors/Lay employees

Most have Pension plans/
Health care

Established

C ONS | Not connectional New denomination (5/1/22) Trust Clause
No support No Publishing house Some don’t want us
Have to start from No Boards/Agencies Some don’t have Pension

scratch

plans/Health care

No Book of Discipline

Exit plans are bulky and
cumbersome

No assistance in find-
ing a Pastor

ONS?7?7?

ON



.....Continued from page 5.

PAST®R RE P ORdor Pete Shaffer
Pastor’s Schedule

MON 4/17 7:30 PM OVFA at Rubyville FD
MON 51 12:00 PM Cluster @ Valley UMC
TUE 5/2 7:30 PM WTEFD Business Mtg

1 Pete said he was not going to the Chaplains Conference in Indianapolis this year, as the time frame coincides
with the disaffiliation vote.
1 Annual Conference is in Dayton this year, June 1-3. Pete and Paul are registered to attend.

TRUSTEE RER0@RJuhningham

1 Waiting for weather to get better for Gutterman to replace parsonage roof and wrap windows.

1 Once roof is replaced then we need to get the ceilings fixed.

f Karen suggested designating a few spots as handicap in the main lot.

1 Weed eater needs looked at. We lost our grass cutter from last year. Roger already found a replacement.

USHER RE PIBRdlsinger
1 Good number in attendance the last 2 weeks: 106 on Palm Sunday and 113 on Easter

SERVI CE STE SARCOCSley
1 Put out a sign-up sheet for the carry in dinner on April 30"

NEW BUSI NESS:

Mother’s Day—flowers from Dillows

Over $2,000 was received during the Combined Community Lenten services.

If we choose to disaffiliate then the 2™ vote will be on Sunday, May 7™ after morning worship.

We need to advertise our church.

Churches staying UMC, that we know of at this time, are Minford, McDermott, Valley, Friendship, SW
Grace and Haverhill

Sciotoville and Wheelersburg are voting in the Fall for disaffiliation.

Cornerstone votes at 4:00 PM on April 30"

If Lucasville votes for disaffiliation, then they will go independent.

If we disaffiliate then we can no longer use the slogan: Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. The sign on
the side of the church will have to come down.
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Tim closed the meeting. Butch said the closing prayer.
Next meeting wil'latbe6 :MoOn dPaV , May 8
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond

//Q:OFFERlNG/S%{W‘§ ATTENDANCE
\N/‘/ =Ly April 2 106

April 9 113
April 2 $3,151.31 ﬁgiﬁ 3 o
April 16 $2,479.00
April 23 $3,564.00
April 30 $3,186.97




Nauvoo United Met hodi st Church
1403 Fifth Street
We s t Portsmou6h09 OH 45663

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor

E-mail: past or @hauvooumc. org
(740) 858-2621 Church

(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone

Website: www.nauvooumc.org

ADDRESS SERVI CE REQUESTED
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