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 “And suddenly there appeared with the 

angel a multitude of the Heavenly Host prais-

ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace among men with 

whom He is pleased’.” 
       —Luke 2 : 13 — 14 (NASB) 

  
 Christmas is a time for traditions.  Some 
folks have a tradition of decorating their 
homes and lawns with bright and beautiful or-

namentation.  And, while it may 
not be on par with Clark Gris-
wold, there are families who have 
a flair for décor which can be eye 
catching and mind boggling.  
Most however, have simpler 
taste.  They choose to be festive 
without going overboard. 

 

Then, there are the traditions of gather-
ings to celebrate the holiday.  Families make 
time to be together, to share a delicious meal 
and catch up with one another.  Businesses 
sometimes set aside some time for employees 
to mingle and be merry.  Neighbors often gath-
er to thank each other for another year of look-
ing out for one another. 

 

Gift giving is a solid tradition.  People 
find time during the Christmas season to ex-
press their love for others 
by giving gifts.  Just like 
the Magi who brought 
gifts to the Christ Child, 
we bring gifts to those we 
care about the most. 

 

I believe that my favorite Christmas tra-
dition revolves around holiday music.  Wheth-
er it be the long-standing carols found in our 
hymnbooks, or one of the more modern rendi-
tions, I find that Christmas music, more often 
than not, becomes the best part of my holiday 
season.  I love to hear the congregation sing 
Silent Night during the candlelight service, or 
Joy To the World on Christmas morning.  I al-

so love to hear Burl Ives sing 
Holly, Jolly Christmas.  And, 
on a couple of occasions, 
I’ve had the opportunity to 
sing along with the crowd as 
Robert Earl Keen performed 
his song, Merry Christmas From the Family.  
All of these experiences make me joyful.  But 
where did Christmas music get its start? 

 

Most folks believe it began with the an-
gels who visited the shepherds outside of 
Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born.  Our 
sanctified imaginations picture an angelic 
choir, hovering over the terraced fields, sing-
ing to dumbfounded shepherds on a crisp, 
clear night.  While all of that is so very pictur-
esque, it is not scriptural.  The Bible says 
nothing about singing angels.  It says they 
were “saying.” 

 

I know that isn’t very Hallmark-like.  
But, the point of Luke’s message isn’t how 
they were relating the good news.  It was the 
good news itself.  The angels were praising 
God.  “Glory to God in the highest” was the 
theme of their message.  The Messiah had 
come!  The message was the greatest news 
bulletin of all time.  Whether they sang it, said 
it, or used sign language really didn’t matter.  
They told others about Jesus.  And isn’t that 
what we’re supposed to be doing? 

 

I pray that this Christmas, we’ll all 
begin a new tradition – a tradition of telling 
someone else about Jesus, making Him the fo-
cus of all we do and say.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 Pastor Pete 
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Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday, December 11, 2023 
at 6:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Room   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

5:30 

Poinsettias to adorn  
our church for Christmas 

 

We will once again be selling poinsettias in honor and in 
memory of our loved ones.  Flowers will be $12.00 each. 

 
If you would like to purchase one,  there is an order form 
enclosed in this newsletter or you can get one from the in-
formation table at the church or in the Sunday morning bul-
letin.  Also you can just write your name on a piece of pa-
per along with the name or names of the loved ones that 
you want to honor or have the poinsettia in memory of and 
send it along with a check to: 
   Nauvoo UMC 

1410 5th Street 
West Portsmouth, OH  45663 

Children’s Christmas 
Program 

 
Sunday, December 17, 2023 

 

during Morning Worship  
Service beginning at  

 

11:00 AM 

Valley High School Choir 
Christmas Program 

 
Will be with us during the  

 
Morning Worship Service  

at 11:00 AM on 
Sunday, December 3rd 

 
Under the director 

of Myra Parker 
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE 
 

SUNDAY, December 3rd 
2:00 PM—??? 

Church Fellowship Room 
 

Prepare your favorite HOME BAKED cookies in individual  
packages of SIX… 

 

You will exchange the number of packages of SIX cookies for different pack-
ages of SIX cookies.  (For example:  bring 3 dozen cookies and take home a 
variety of 3 dozen cookies without doing all the work of preparing so many 

different kinds of cookies.) 
 

Come our for a great night of cookies and fellowship. 
(Bring a few extra cookies to share.) 

 

Any questions, please contact Jennie Entler at 740-357-8349. 

30 Scott & Leichia Davis BIRTHDAYS 

2  Myles Mitchell 
3  Michael Mitchell 
5 Jamie Prater 
5 Tim Renn 
15  Loreen Maple 
17 Vivienne Duncan 
18 Paul Lauder 
19 David Maple 
20 Nathan Lauder 
21 Brody Scott 
24  Paisley Wellington 
26  Ethan Cole 
29 Roger McNutt 

Sunday, December 10th 
6:00 PM  

Oldtown Methodist Church 
 

For more information,  
see Sondi Conley or Pastor Pete. 



4  

 
An Update On Operation Christmas Child 

 WOW!!  Once again Nauvoo was generous in their 

giving and packing of shoeboxes.  The final number from 

Nauvoo was 854 boxes!!  So many different volunteers made 

the whole project possible and I am thankful for everyone 

who played a part.  Each and every shoebox gift is an oppor-

tunity for a child to discover, know and share Jesus Christ!   

 

 

 

 

In the Coming Months, Continue to Pray for:  

- the safety of the boxes as they travel around the 

world. 

- the leaders that will be guiding their distribution. 

- the teachers that will present the story of Jesus and 

teach The Greatest Journey.  

- the children that will receive the boxes; that their 

eyes, ears, hearts, and minds will be opened to the 

message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

  I have not had time to filter through the hundreds of pictures that I have taken over the last 

few months, but I will have more to share next month.  Until then, here are a few group photos.  

Serving Christ ~ Trish  Shaffer,  Project Leader for OCC 

 

Some of the sorters, baggers, counters, & unpackers.  
 

L-R, Back:  Loreen Maple, Mary Maple, Mike 
Warner, Ruth Mershon, Barb Warner, Wilma Gore  
 

Front: April Skaggs, Trish Shaffer 

Packers of the Semi Truck and the sign Removers 
 L-R, Back: Ethan Wise, Mike Payne, Paul Conley, Mark 
Doll, Pete Shaffer, Roger Cunningham  
Front: Livingston’s Truck Driver, Mark Browning, Cody 
Yazell, Mike Warner,  Wyatt Terry, David Reese, a neigh-
borhood dog. 

Junior Church Shoebox Packers:  Bev Mignerey and Allison Hurst help the Junior  Church kids 
pack Shoeboxes. 
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OFFERINGS 

 
November 5  $4,143.00 
November 12  $2,802.00 
November 19  $4,249.90 
November 26  $2,743.00 

ATTENDANCE 

November 5  87 
November 12  63 
November 19  67 
November 26  73 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Greg Warner, brother of Mike Warner 
Helen Malone, mother of Karen Ciraso 
Mary Breeze, mother of Tammi Castle 
Harry “Tater” Litz, brother of Diane Wellman 

To My Church Family, 
 I’d like to thank each and everyone of you for the love, com-
passion, and kindness that you showed our family. 
 Thank you for the cards, flowers, food, and prayers.  The meal 
and the fellowship was wonderful.  You made us feel so loved and 
comforted in the difficult time.  I love you all so much.  God an-
swered David’s prayer and took his pain away.  I wasn’t ready but I 
know God’s strength will help me through and I know my church 
family will be with me too. 
  Love, Mary, Jason, Tiffany, and family 

INFORMATION NEEDED….PLEASE!!! 
 

I am updating our Nauvoo Church Directory and I need to have any corrections or additions, 
as soon as you can.  If you have any address, phone, cell phone or email address changes or 

need to be added to the church directory, please send them to me at secretary@nauvooumc.org 
 

I will also take any Birthday or Anniversary additions or changes to the same email address.  
There are Directory Information sheets on the information table at church that can be filled out 

and put in the offering or left on the information table if you prefer. 
 

So far I have received 53 forms, if you haven’t turned one in yet, please turn it in.  I will re-
ceive them through December. 

 

Thank you all for your support! -Rhonda 

 Thanks for your donation for House of Faith Orphanage.  We appreciate it very much.  We have a cou-
ple of projects that we needed to do.  Your money has come in at the right time.   
 We had to get another vehicle.  All the money came in for that.  We are building another building to 
make a bigger dining hall for the 19 boys.  We had them eating in the main house, but they have outgrown it.  
The old dining hall will be turned into a sitting room, so they and guests can communicate better.  We are about 
to start that building with God’s help.  We are going forward with the Lord’s help. 
 Then gangs have been a problem in Haiti, but after one night shooting up in the air at the orphanage to 
intimidate the boys, we had strong prayer going up for them.  In the morning, the gangs went to another area. 
 May God bless all of you for your love and concern.  Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Leadership Team Meeting Highlights Monday, November 13, 2023 
 

Attendance (8):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Sondi Conley, Karen Ciraso, Donnie Richards, Jennie Entler, Rhon-
da Hammond, Wilma Gore, and Allison Hurst.  
 

Pastor Pete called the meeting to order and said the opening prayer.   
TREASURER REPORT: 
     Beginning Balance:  $20,852.51  
     Offerings:                     21,763.04 
     Expenses:                   (24,162.00) 
     Ending Balance:       $18,453.55 
 

Offerings under by $512.04 per week 
Diana Hall returned all the paperwork that West Ohio Conference wanted. 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor  Pete Shaffer  
 Pastor’s Schedule 
 Various Dates     Santa Express     
 SAT 12/2  6:00 PM  WTFD Christmas Dinner 
 MON 12/4  12:00 PM  Clergy Cluster 
 SAT 12/9  4:00 PM  Tree of Remembrance 
 

36% of the churches Disaffiliated from the West Ohio Conference 
 
FINANCE REPORT:  Karen Ciraso 

Budget meeting on November 18 at 10:00 AM. 
Deeds are ready to be signed.  Trustees need to go sign them. 

 

AUDIO/VISUAL REPORT:  Donnie Richards 
We have plenty of microphones at this time. 

 

CHILDREN’s MINISTRY REPORT:  Allison Hurst 
Need to get volunteers to sign-up for nursery, at least on stand-by. 

 

SERVICE STEWARDS:  Sondi Conley 
David Maple bereavement dinner went very well.  Leftovers sent to the Maples to have for the family as they 

stayed the rest of the week 
Getting supplies to have for bereavement dinners. 

 

HISTORIAN:  Denise Book 
No report at this time. 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Children’s Program will be on December 17th during morning worship 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
The Happy Pot and The Counseling Center will be providing a Chili dinner and also handing out gloves, 

hats, scarves, socks and hand warmers on Wednesday, November 29th from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  Cina-
mon Wellington asked if she could put a box in the sanctuary to collect items to keep people warm or do-
nate money.   

Crystal Adkins asked if anybody would like to volunteer to work the Basketball Concession stands at the 
high school. 

 
Pete said the closing prayer.   
Next meeting will be Monday, December 11, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
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Nauvoo Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

Between 3:00 and 4:00 PM, as each family arrives they will be 
given an ornament to take home and a bow to hang on our “Tree 
Of Remembrance” in memory of their loved ones.  A memorial 
service will begin at 4:00 PM.   

  Warmest wishes, Scott and Leichia  

MEMORIAL Service 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2023 
4:00 PM 

ROGER W. DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
1310 THIRD STREET 

WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

