The Nauvoo News

“When seventy years have been completed for
Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill my good word
to you, to bring you back to this place.

For I know the plans that I have for you,
plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a
Sfuture and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and
come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.”
—Jeremiah 29:10-12 (NASB)

Have you ever been put in “Time Out?”
That’s what they call it these days. When [ was grow-
ing up, it was referred to as “Standing in the Cor-
er” (at school), or being ‘“sent to your
room” (at home). No matter how you ref-
erenced it, the implication was that you had
been caught while misbehaving and re-
quired some form of punishment. Believe
it or not, there were times in my life that I
spent in the corner or in my room. What
J\was especially harsh about it was that it
usually happened during recess or after
school playtime. While all my friends were outside
enjoying themselves, I was incarcerated in the nearest
corner of the classroom, or on my bed. I didn’t under-
stand it too much then, but my time in quiet solitude
was supposed to make me reflect on my dastardly
deeds, and motivate me to live up to a higher standard
in the future. All I remember during those minutes
(that seemed to last for hours) of paying my debt to
society was feeling sorry for myself, while begrudging
my so-called friends who were all out there on the
playground or running the streets having a grand time,
and that they were not giving a flying flip bout my
situation.

The worst part of it, for me at least, was that
there was no one with which I could share my plight.
If it happened at school, I certainly did not want to
talk to the teacher about my feelings. After all, it was
their misguided sense of justice that put me there in
the first place. What did they know about pain and
suffering anyway? In my warped mind, teachers lived
for dishing out punishment. I remember once, when I
was in the First Grade on one particular afternoon, our
teacher had called out so many in our class that she
ran out of corners or places on the wall onto which to
put our noses. Some of us, including me, had to simp-
ly stand up beside our desk. And if it happened at
home, I most assuredly knew that pleading my case
with my parents was an absolute waste of time. Mom
and Dad were great, but if I crossed them ... I just
couldn’t try to explain myself. So, I suffered in si-
lence.

I hope you are catching the sarcasm written
between the lines. Of course I got punished when I
needed it (most times). And, when the gavel fell, I
knew exactly why. I had to learn that there were, and
are, consequences for actions unbecoming a good son
or student.

In the Scripture passage above, the Prophet
Jeremiah was addressing the Jewish population of his
day about their waywardness and sinfulness against
God. He warned them that if they didn’t get their act
straight, there would be swift and severe consequenc-
es. He plainly told them that God would use a foreign
nation, in this case the Babylonians, to exert punish-
ment on them, and it would last seventy years! That’s
a mighty long time to be put in Time Out. During that
time, they wouldn’t have a prayer, because God was-
n’t going to listen. Their cries of despair and anguish
would go unheeded.

But then, Jeremiah shared an extraordinary
message. He told them that after their Time Out was
completed, God would bring them back home. He
would restore their fortunes, rebuild their lives, and
give them a place to call their own again. And, most
importantly, He would hear their prayers and answer
them. The lines of spiritual communication would be
reconnected. God wasn’t going to give up on His peo-
ple; He simply wanted to get their attention. He want-
ed to make sure they understood that there was no
room for sin in the lives of His people. He desired a
holy nation and a committed people.

I am so thankful that those lines of communi-
cation are still open today! God certainly does hear us
every time we pray, at all hours of the day. Prayer is
such a vital part of the Christian life. We simply can-
not function the way God intended for us without
spending quality time in prayer. We are currently in
the middle of a five-part ser- g -
mon series on the “Prayer of E
Jabez” on Sunday mornings. 1
hope these messages are help-
ing you to develop a stronger
prayer life. That’s the key.
Whether you pray the Jabez
prayer or not, pray anyway. Be
intentional. Be bold! Ap-
proach God’s throne of grace
with confidence. After all,
that’s what God yearns for. When God’s people pray,
miracles happen. Let’s be part of God’s miraculous
work.

Pastor Pete
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6 Donations are being accepted to
purchase prefilled Easter Eggs for

our annual @
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MChurch Lead"é'rig

Meetin Easter Egg Hunt =
Monday, February 12, 2024 at the Fire Station on &
at 6:30 PM
in the Fellowship Room
p Palm Sunday, @
Please plan to attend this monthly meeting March 24th, =

if you are part of the

Leadership Team. following Morning Worship.
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If you would like to donate,
please mark your check or envelope for
Easter Eggs.

: Thank you and God Bless!!!

Disaffiliation Loan

You made $350 in loan payments
in January, leaving a loan balance of
$21, 972.50!
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c,l Valentine Dinner
‘ebruary 18th, 5:00-7:00 pm

Ollle S Burgers and BBQ Banquet Room
1612 Chillicothe St, Portsmouth

(Next to Republic Movie Theater)

Buffet $12.50/person
We are working on providing free child care.
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More info to follow!
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JASpire

I night — 3 hours

Author & Bible Teacher Just forWomen

An evening full of laughter,
PRy NON learning, stories & music

6 Jim Richter

7 Diane Wellman
9 Ruth Mershon
9

Stella Preston pr
9 Sophia Preston Comedy by,

10 Denise Book -

12 Laura Lyon . AMEERLTINEBSE . SUN. MARCH 3
12 Dan Artis - 4P N " LIFE POINT CHURCH

17 Amy Ballengee - ~ 1644 | ITHST.

17 Joy Ballengee = g PORTSMOUTH, OH 45662
26 Allison Hurst . Pl 5:00pM SHOW

28 Kathy Davis . Y s 4:30r GA DOORS OPEN

28 Paulette Mitchell R o 4:007v VIP DOORS OPEN

ADVANCE TICKETS
General Admission — *30

M I by VIP/Reserved — *40
LIN DSAY M CCAU L Group tickets for |0 or more — %25

ViP/Reserved Groups for |0 or more — #35.
Group sales call 480-812-1100

VIP/Reserved Includes: Snack Bag, Early
Entry, Reserved Seat, Pre-show Q-n-A

Purchase tickets at 480-812-1100
or online at: ASPIREWOMENSEVENTS.com

Compassion (€FP Birefans

Steve & Bev Mignerey
Kenny & Christy [rwin
Dick & Gloria Riddle
Donnie & Pam Richards




HMS House of Faith Orphanage Ministry 2023

Greetings in Jesus’ Name. What a year 2023 has been
in the Haiti Mission Society ministry. God has seen our
faith, and your faith, and has supplied every need right
on God’s time. Since its inception in 2003, we decided
to not ask for money from people, but from Above. Our
God, from Heaven’s infinite resources, through those
who prayerfully listen, stepped in each time there was
a real need. Because of people’s Faith, prayer was
answered for your orphanage and for Haitians, Voodoo
and others, reached for Jesus by Haiti Mission Society.

Much violence has taken place around the orphanage,
but God gave His mercy and grace. When gun fire was

raining down into our orphanage walls, praver was_

going up accompanied by reminders of God’s promises
(Luke 18:7-8. Deuteronomy 9:3. Isaiah 30:18. Psalm
55:17). “God’s Word will not return to Him void.” We
wait expectantly on an even larger miracle for the
Haitian nation. They long for peace.

We appreciate Gina, Director Bato’s dear wife, who has
taken it upon herself to tutor some of the smaller boys.
Some newer little boys often come to us sickly, with
little or no schooling, so she labors in tutoring to help
their education catch up to their age group.

We were able to paint our orphanage building, inside
and out. Bare concrete has taken on a new look. House
of Faith is home to 18 boys and five workers plus some
refugees who have come in when gangs forced them
. out of their homes. We are a haven to many souls.

This past year, 2023, Gina and her friends have made
_special cakes for each of the kids’ birthdays. For seme
of them, it was their very first birthday cake. Much
rejoicing ensues with the sharing of each cake.

Each spring, Haiti celebrates “Carnival,” and staff
traditionally takes the kids out on a “Mission Trip” (to
keep them clear of the worldly temptation of that
season). But, since so many gangs have been literally at
war on the streets, Pastor Bato arranged for all our kids
to spend those four days on their neighboring church
property in a fun program of learning more about
Spiritual things. (Think VBS)

Children missed some school early this year. Schools
were closed for a long time due to gang violence. Some
have re-opened, but please help us pray. We assist four
pastors and one pastor’s widow in our outreach. One,

Drix, is an evangelist who goes forth preaching, often to
Voodoo villages in the mountains. Also, he is fighting to
build a church campground. Our thanks to several of
you for supporting these evangelism ministries.

Each person in the orphanage gets to see the dentist
yearly. Also, with only $1,400 used for dental and $500
for other medical needs, it has been a good year in
reduced medical expenses. Biggest needs met were for
food ($15,835) and education ($10,126). One of the
older boys is going to sewing school. We bought a
manual (Treadle) sewing machine for his homework.
Also, having to junk the poor old truck, we were finally
upgraded to a 2018 4-Door nickup truck. Previously, we
could only afford 15-20 year old vehicles, but this past
October, in answer to prayer, we were finally able to
buy this 5-Year-Old Mitsubishi for $22,000, a good value
in Haiti’s market. It is big enough to transport all the
boys on outings (ocean swimming trips, mission trips,
etc.), to pick up regular supplies, and (soon) more beds
and mattresses so boys who shared could have their
own. Thankfully, we were able to keep all the boys in
shoes and everyday sandals. In the rough terrain of
Haiti, shoes wear out fast.

We obtained a commercial grade grain grinder with
which we will primarily make our own peanut butter.
We pray that sales of this product begin a partial, self-
supporting means for the orphanage. (Give a Fish vs.
Teach to Fish.) We know how Haitians so dearly love
peanut butter. Also, our new Dining Hall Building is
under construction. Not fancy, but needed, as we have
long ago outgrown the main building’s dining space.
That old dining room will become a home-like “Family
Room,” where guests and children can mingle instead
of retreating upstairs to dorm-bedrooms.

Christmas Season was again a time for each child and
worker to receive and give presents, have two
wonderful meals, one on Christmas Day, and one on
Haiti’s Day of Independence (January 1).

We praise God for a good year, even with gang
problems. Director Bato prayed and sung with the boys
every night up on the flat roof under the stars. Your
orphanage kids have learned to pray and trust God. In
fact, | always send them prayer requests. My boys know
how to pray in Faith. God answered us every time we
need His help. —Mom Barb Richter
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Since 1993, Samaritan's Purse has delivered shoebox gifts to more than 70 hard-to-reach countries. This

year, though some of Nauvoo’s shoeboxes are going to The Philippines many of Nauvoo’s shoeboxes have
been designated as going to “Hard-To-Reach” areas.

Even though our traditional shoebox gifts were selected for this special purpose, they are headed to bring
Good News and great joy to boys and girls in hard-to-reach areas. Customs, cultural, or religious reasons
can make access difficult, but these gift-filled shoeboxes give local believers a sensitive way to initiate on-
going relationships with those who may not know Christ. The gifts you provided helps equip Christian
brothers and sisters to take great risks to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and they are deeply
grateful for your partnership. Through your generosity, you are calling out “His praise from the
ends of the earth” (Isaiah 42:10)!

A video was shared to our Nauvoo Methodist Church Facebook page*
o about the “Hard-To-Reach,” nomadic Himba tribe in northern Namibia,
near Angola. The gift of shoeboxes in 2019 has changed an entire village!
A teacher to the women and girls, Karituu Ndiaombe, pictured left, shared,
“It is very important to me to tell others about Jesus Christ, because I want
~ all of the people to become followers of Jesus. When they come to church,
I can see that their lives are now changing, because they are not behaving
- like they did before.”

* The video can also be seen on Samaritan’s Purse web page at: https://bit.ly/3Ui9bif or
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-countries/hard-to-reach-areas/
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Be On The Lookout
For SHOEBOX Items!

After Valentine’s Day is a Great

Time to get clearance toys and

stuffed animals for shoeboxes! Also to-
wards the end of the month, hats, gloves and scarves
will be on sale and clearance!




74 OFFERINGS /\ A\ ATTENDANCE
////47 JW

\m/‘ e December 31 63
December 31 $3,119.00 January 7 63
January 7 $3,115.00 January 14 33
January 14 $2,921.00 January 21 45
January 21 $2,929.06 January 28 58
January 28 $2,944.00

Thank you so much for the extra nice “ Love Bag”, with all
my favorites in it. I love peppermint bark and those yummy butter
cookies, the are great with my morning coffee. And I’'m sure my feet
will enjoy the tender loving care in the cute little “square box”.
Thanks again. God’s love in anyway you see fit.

Fondly, Wilma James

I am so proud of the wonderful Nauvoo folks for standing up
for what the Bible says and making the separation. Please put this
donation towards paying off the debt.

Merry Christmas to you all!!!

Thank you for the wonderful Christmas gift. Ilove my Nau-
voo Church family and am honored to be able to help our church
Scan. Pa)’- Go. move to an organization that believes the Bible is not to be rewritten
to suit man’s desires. God Bless, Karen Ciraso

Thank you so much for your generous donation to the minis-
try of CRADLE! Your donation goes a long way to positively im-
pacting our clients and their families. Praise be to God, this year we
were blessed to serve 254 families, 354 children, and see God save 15
mothers! The Lord is doing a great work here at CRADLE! Thank
you for your support that enables us to serve those in the surrounding
communities during their time of need. May God bless you abun-
dantly for your giving and continued support of this ministry!

Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed
' P ayPal down, and shaken together, and running over, shall me give into your
“PayPal app and account required bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be
e measured to you again. —Luke 6:38

Mandy Arthur, Executive Director

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of:

El i z @Bbe&tCha mp bnwthel/in-law of Linda and
Chuck Horner, grandmother of David and Michelle
Horner




Leadership Team Meet iMoglayWANUARY 802024 s f or

Attendance (10): Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Roger Cunningham, Paul & Sondi Conley, Denise Book, Jen-
nie Entler, Rhonda Hammond, JR Holsinger, and Jamie Prater.

Remember Beth Campbell, Linda and Family.

TREASURER REPORT:
Beginning Balance: $28,025.52
Offerings: 40,234.16
Expenses: (37,327.99)

Ending Balance $30,931.69

Offerings under by $73.27 per week
$15,000 donation made for the elevator. There is now $40,000 in the elevator account.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Pete Shaffer
Bible Study resumes on January 10",
Pete will be in Toledo from January 31* to February 3", teaching a Chaplain class.
February 5" is the next Clergy Cluster meeting.
Worship Celebration on Sunday, January 14, 2024 at the Hillsboro Church from 3-5:00 PM. No agenda just
wants to celebrate and worship.

TRUSTEE REPORT: Roger Cunningham
Signed contract with the architect for the lift in the basement.
Signed contract with the elevator company to lock in the price of the lift for the basement.
Need to remove the baptismal soon.
Need to have a Trustees meeting soon. Scheduled it for January 22 at 6:00 PM.
Gravel needed in the back part of the upper parking lot, it is very muddy.
Lights on the Cross need fixed. Jennie said Brandon has a friend with a large lift and going to get him to see
about getting him to repair or replace the lights.

SERVICE STEWARDS: Sondi Conley
Everything is going good—Shut-in Christmas gifts seemed to be well received.
Love Meals in January, February, and March. January date will be announced soon.

NEW BUSINESS:

As of right now we are still part of the Hillsboro Circuit, but it is expected to split as it is getting quite large.

Allegheny West Conference has required all churches to implement a Conference Protection Policy by March
15™ 'We need an administrator to oversee this policy. This person is required to have a background check
and to verify the background checks of all individuals that will be working with children or at risk adults and
needs to keep up with anyone that may come in new and like to volunteer. This would include programs like;
VBS, Junior Church, drivers, Children’s plays, etc. Anytime that there will be one on one time with children
or at risk adults. Light the Night would be ok because it is outside and there are lots of adults, no one on one
time with children.

Valentines Dinner? Pete said Trish has games and bought prizes. Will she be willing to be in charge?

Easter is March 31%. Lenten starts on February 14™. Combined Lenten services will be held this year at Nauvoo,
Haverhill, Wheelersburg, Oldtown, South Webster and ??? Scioto County Lenten Services will be a combina-
tion of UMC and GMC churches.

Paul found a place to purchase 1,000 prefilled Easter Eggs for $172. The Fire Dept will purchase some and will
ask the church about donations towards purchasing some.

Easter Sunrise Service will be at the new park at the Fire Station. Oldtown has already agreed to make breakfast
following the Sunrise Service.

Pray about Community Ministry. There are people out there that need brought to Christ. We need to reach the
people for Christ.

Tim closed the meeting. Denise said the closing prayer.
Next meeting will be Monday, February 12, 2024 at 6:30 PM




Nauvoo Methodist Church

1403 Fifth Street

West Portsmouth, OH 45663-6109

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor

E-mail: past or @hauvooumc. org

(740) 858-2621 Church
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone

Website: www.nauvooumc.org
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Haverhill UMC Rev. Ed Litteral
Nauvoo Rev. Bob Morrow
South Webster Rev. Dennis Bell
Wheelersburg Rev. Pete Shaffer
Minford Rev. Tom Charles
Oldtown Rev. Perry Prosch
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