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“Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, 

you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 

gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too 

be tempted.” 

             —Galatians 6 : 1 (NASB) 

 
“Are you OK?”  It was a phrase that was 
to be repeated several times over the next 
few minutes by well-meaning, but tactless, 
folks who obviously could think of noth-
ing else to ask or say. 
 

I thought to myself, “What a STUPID ques-
tion!” 

 

“NO!  I’m NOT OK,” I bellowed.  It was diffi-
cult to get the words to come out through the on-
slaught of pain.  I had just collided with planet Earth 
at a high rate of speed.  My body was already rebel-
ling as a result of the contact.  The effects of gravity 
upon the unsuspecting can be dreadful. 

 

Now, the fall itself must have been quite comi-
cal to watch, as it had initially generated some giggles 
and laughter from those who 
had witnessed it.  But, because I 
couldn’t move in the first few 
moments, the onlookers began 
to realize that this was no laugh-
ing matter.  People began to re-
spond and ran to my rescue.  As I sat on the ground, 
still trying to wrap my head around what had just hap-
pened to me, friends and strangers were trying to as-
sess my situation.  But they could only make the same, 
repetitive inquiry:  “Are you OK?” 

 

In reality, I understood what they really want-
ed to know.  They were trying to discern what was 
keeping me from just bouncing back to my feet and 
exclaiming, “TAA DAA!  I’m good!”  They wanted to 
make sure that no bones were broken, nor that I had 
sustained a concussion.  They checked for bleeding or 
other types of bodily trauma.  Once convinced that I 
seemed to still be in one piece, some of them helped 
me up.  Someone grabbed a chair and sat me in it. 

 

Please don’t get me wrong.  I am grateful for 
all of the care and concern I received.  I have, howev-
er, learned through this experience that sticking my 
face in front of a potentially injured person and blurt-
ing out, “Are you OK?” is not the best way to break 
the ice.  In some cases, the victim isn’t really sure how 
they are.  They may not have a clear comprehension of 
their situation.  They may be, like I was, still trying to 
figure out what just happened to them.  Expecting 
them to adequately answer a question about how they 

are at that particular moment may not be entirely, or 
remotely, possible. 

 

But that got me to thinking.  What about when 
someone falls spiritually?  We all know someone who, 
for reasons explainable or not, have tumbled from the 
grace of God.  And now, they are wallowing in the 
consequences of their sinful ways.  They may still be 
in a state of spiritual or emotional shock, wondering 
what in the world has happened to them.  They may be 
keenly aware of their situation, and have decided that 
this is where they need, or want, to be.  And they may, 
or may not, be concerned about what has happened to 
their once vibrant relationship with God. 

 

I suspect that those of us who respond to a fall-
en brother or sister do so with much less than a com-
passionate attitude.  I’ve often listened to members of 
God’s family harshly criticize someone who has made 
a grievous mistake.  I’ve heard myself say horrible 
things about others who haven’t kept up with their 
faith practices, which led them to go off the deep end, 
spiritually speaking.  It’s the initial shock of watching 
someone make bad choices, and then find themselves 
where they ought not to be, that really hurts. 

 

The Apostles Paul and James both knew, first-
hand, what it was like to see a fellow believer fall into 
sin.  It’s a problem that is as old as the Church itself.  
And, as in the old days, it’s still a problem to be dealt 
with … in a loving and tactful manner.  Paul wrote to 
the Galatians and said that they should “restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness.”  James was a little bit 
more forthright.  He said that if someone “turns a sin-
ner from the error of his way he will save his soul 
from death.”  In either case, sticking our face in front 
of a brother or sister who has strayed, and asking 
them, “What is WRONG with 
you?” or “Have you lost your 
MIND?” is highly inappropriate, 
no matter how much we want to do 
so.  The better course of action 
would not seem to be focusing on 
the wrong committed, but how to 
help steer that person back on the 
right track.  We need to care, and 
look out, for one another.  We need 
to do so with a gentle and loving 
spirit.  We need to be honest, vulnerable, and transpar-
ent with each other.  I believe Jesus would’ve said that 
we need to “love one another.”  Even the broken and 
fallen ones. 

 

    Pastor Pete 
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Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

No Meeting in June 

 
Come Be a Servant  

                  

                                 and  
 

Serve Ice Cream!  
 

Monday,  June 10 @   
        6:30 PM  

( leaving at 6:15 PM) 
 

We need 12-18 volunteers including men, to 
help us serve the families participating in the 
Joni and Friends Family Retreat being 

held at Shawnee State Park 
Lodge.  There will be a sign up 

sheet on the back table.   
 

For more information contact 
Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2621 

  1 — Mike Warner 
  8 — Bev Mignerey 
  8 — Kevin Kisor 
  9 — Frances Williamson 
  9 — Diane Reese 
10 — Dot Hoop 
14 — Shelby Shaffer 
16 — Isaac Horner 
16 — Hunter Terry 
17 — Misti Cunningham 
18 — Tracy Scott 
21 — Lori Payne 
22 — Steven Irwin 
23 — Kennedy Lyon 
24 — Brentley Hopkins 
25 — Charlie Jo Howard 
26 — Heather Howard 
26 — Pete Shaffer 
27 — Kara Stump 

June 4 — Joe & Kristen Bernard 
June 5 — Brian & Heather Howard 
June 24 — Roger & Brooke McNutt 
June 25 — Scott & Tracy Bauer 
June 26 — Paul & Kima Lauder 
June 29 — Larry & Linny Livingston 

Please make the following changes to your church directory: 
 

Page 52:  Connie Snyder’s new address is 178 Bruce St.  Everything else stays the same. 
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Summer Church Camp  
 

ECHO   
(former Camp Asbury) 

INTRO (2nd-4th grades)—June 2-4 $75 
ELEMENTARY (3rd-6th grades)—June 2-7 $125 

MIDDLE (6th-8th grades)—June 16-21 $125 
HIGH (9th-12th grades)—June 16-21 $125 

 
TARHEE 

JUNIOR (4th-7th grades) July 1-5 
SENIOR (8th-12th grades) July 8-13 

 
MT. HOPE BIBLE CAMP 

Day Camp—$80 
6 & 7 yr olds—July 1-4  

8 & 9 yr olds—July 15-20 
10 & 11 yr olds—July 22-27 
11 & 12 yr olds—July 8-13 

Camp—$100 
13 & 14 yr olds—June 24-29 
15 & 18 yr olds—June 17-22 

 
If interested, please contact Pastor Pete. 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Tim Conley, brother of Bev Mignerey and Cathy Coleman 

Robert Simington, brother of Connie Shy 

Terry Murphy, brother of Bea McNutt 

Willis Howard, father/in-law of Brian & Heather Howard,        
 grandfather of Bobbie Jo Bricker and Charlie Jo Howard 

OFFERINGS 

 
April 28  $2,375.00 
May 5   $2,154.00 
May 12  $4,984.00 
May 19  $3,029.00 
May 26  $2,607.00 

ATTENDANCE 

April 28    83 
May 5     55 
May 12  115 
May 19    73 
May 26    75 

 Thanks for 
your donation to 
House of Faith Or-
phanage Ministry.  
We appreciate it 
very much. 
 We ae try-
ing to feed 18 refu-

gees who are staying at the orphanage until 
things quiet down.  The gangs were threaten-
ing these people who needed to be in a safe 
environment.  God is helping us to help these 
people. 
 May God continue to bless you.  Gangs 
are still running loose right now, but God will 
help us to be conquerors soon.  We are staying 
much in prayer for them.   
  Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Leadership Team Meeting Highlights for Monday, MAY 13, 2024 
 

Attendance (9):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Sondi Conley, Rhonda Hammond, Karen Ciraso, Cathy Coleman, 
Roger Cunningham, Denise Book and Wylodine Jones.  
 
Wylodine came in to discuss kids going to Summer Church Camp.  She had information from Mt. Hope Bible Camp.  She 
wanted to know if the church could sponsor kids to go.  She was asked if she was open to sending kids to church camps 
other than Mr. Hope and she was absolutely for that.  There are some other church camps that are affiliated with the GMC. 
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
     Beginning Balance:    $48,012.53 
     Offerings:                     40,771.55 
     Expenses:                   (38,969.46) 
     $49,814.62 
     Ending Balance  Offerings under by $706.00 per week 

Loan was paid off except for $300 until October and the last $300 will be paid in October, after the one-year mark has 
been met, so we do not have to pay any early payoff penalties. 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor  Pete Shaffer  

MON 5/20    7:30 PM  OVFA @ Rarden 
WED 5/22-FRI 5/24    AWAC @ MVNU  
MON 6/3  12:00 PM  Cluster @ VUMC 

Calendar 
FRI 5/17     Clean-up day at the church 
FRI 5/31    6:30 PM  Ladies Banquet 
MON 6/3    6:00 PM  PPRC @ OTGMC 
MON 6/10    6:00 PM  Joni & Friends 
MON 6/10     NO LEADERSHIP TEAM Meeting 
SUN 6/16     Father’s Day 

 
FINANCE REPORT:  Karen Ciraso 

Ministry Safe—A few members of the Leadership Team said they had not completed their background check and Ka-
ren said that she would resend the email.  She also said that she had a couple people that she needed email address-
es for because they shared emails with a spouse and everyone needs their own email address to sigh-up. 

 
TRUSTEE REPORT:  Roger  Cunningham  

Several meeting with the architect.  The lift installation has changed a little bit since original plan to make ease of in-
stallation easier.  This will involve a lot less demo.  The original demo estimate was $4,100 but with a lot less 
demo that will change.  Trustees will get a new estimate and maybe see about a few other things needed done. 

Old elevator will now be made into closets upstairs and downstairs. 
Roger was impressed with Randy Mullen, the architect, he was very thorough and professional. 
Lift to be delivered around June 10th. 

 
AUDIO/VISUAL REPORT:  Donnie Richards 

Pastor Pete shared the new estimate for the installation of the TV’s in the sanctuary.  The new estimate is $10,025.  
 
SERVICE STEWARDS:  Sondi Conley 

All going well. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Annual Conference—Miracle Offering for Kenya & Ethiopia.  Pete needs to know if we are sending anything so that 

he can get it from Jennie to take with him next week.  Roger made a motion to send $400 with Pete, Denise se-
conded.  All approved 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

VBS-no idea.  Haven’t heard anything from Allison.  Cathy asked about a baptismal.  There is $1,200 is baptistery 
fund.  Several ideas were tossed around.  No decision was made. 

Bring back the Liturgists.  Volunteers needed! 
 
Tim closed the meeting.  Pete said the closing prayer.   
NO meeting in June.  Next meeting will be Monday, July 8, 2024 at 6:30 PM 
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Nauvoo Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 
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