
   

 

   ¢ƘŜ bŀǳǾƻƻ bŜǿǎ         нлнр 

 

ñLike as dog that returns to its vomit  

is a fool who repeats his folly.ò 
          —Proverbs 26 : 11 (NASB) 

  

Have you noticed how many television sta-
tions there are that broadcast old shows?  I mean, 

shows from the 1990s, 1980s, 
1970s, and even older?  Networks 
such as METV, Antenna TV, TV 
Land and others have made a mint 
repeating many of the shows I 
watched, when they were brand 

new, as a youngster.  And yet, throngs of folks 
continue to tune in to these classics, over and over 
again, even though they know the dialog by heart, 
and are never surprised by the ñdramatic conclu-
sions.ò 

 
I must confess é Iôm just as guilty as the 

next person.  If the truth be told, Iôd just as soon 
watch a rerun of M*A*S*H or The Andy Griffith 
Show before Iôd watch most of the newer sitcoms 
or crime dramas.  Besides, if (and thatôs a BIG if) 
Iôm home in the evening during ñprime time,ò my 
choice of programming usually revolves around 
what sports event is being broadcast.  This time of 
the year, Iôm usually watching hockey.  Therefore, 
the newer programs donôt get much of a chance in 
our home.  And, donôt get me started about 
ñreality TV.ò  I canôt take that stuff! 

 
Now, while I can normally quote an entire 

M*A*S*H episode verbatim, I realize that is not a 
noteworthy quality to espouse.  
And just because I already 
know the outcome of all of the 
episodes of PSYCH, it doesnôt 
stop me from rewatching, over 
and over, and relishing in the hilarious banter be-
tween the characters, even if it doesnôt help me 
grow as a person, or better yet, a disciple of Jesus. 

 
All in all, Iôd say thatôs a sad commentary 

on me, personally, and our society, as a whole.  
Surely, there are better things we could all be do-
ing with our time.  First of all, in my life, I have 
two whole congregations, and a fire department, 
full of individuals for whom I could be praying.  
And, the good Lord knows, I could always spend 

more time preparing sermons and Bible studies.  
And sometimes, I have to write these newsletter 
articles!  I would imagine, itôs the same for you.  
Itôs so easy to get side tracked, and taken away 
from our main purpose in life.  We often manage 
to revisit those things, habits, people and places 
that add no consequential value to our lives.  They 
end up draining us of what little energy we have 
left.  The reruns of life tend to get in the way of 
growing in Christ, and participating in the stuff of 
discipleship. 

 
The author of the Proverbs likened a per-

son who continually returned to their ñfollyò – a 
person he identified as a ñfool,ò – to a dog that 
returned to its own vomit.  Now, Iôve watched 
dogs eat some rather peculiar things é and some 
extremely gross things.  But the worst has to be 
watching a dog get sick and then lap it up.  I know 
– that isnôt a pleasant image to put into oneôs 
head.  But, King Solomon was on to something.  
He knew the best for anyone seeking after God 
wasnôt found in our past life.  I am convinced that 
Solomon was trying to 
warn us about succumbing 
to the urge to be repetitive.  
All too often, we try to re-
live our glory moments, or 
the fringe stuff of life.  He 
didnôt want his readers to 
miss out on the present moment we all have with a 
God who cares for us so deeply.  God has so much 
more to impart to us, but we can mess that up by 
being stuck on the repeat cycle.   

 

I would like to challenge all of us – myself, 
included – to get away from repeating the follies.  
Let us commit ourselves to living in the moment 
with God.  Letôs be intentional about growing 
more in the likeness of Jesus.  I pray we will all 
spend more time in the present things of God than 
simply repeating the ñsame old same old.ò  We 
just might be amazed at the outcome. 
 

   Pastor Pete 
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Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday, February 10, 2025 
at 6:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Room   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

4 Steve & Bev Mignerey 
11  Kenny & Christy Irwin 
26  Dick & Gloria Riddle 
27  Donnie & Pam Richards                                                                                                        

6  Jim Richter 
7  Diana Wellman 
9    Ruth Mershon 
9  Stella Preston 
9    Sophia Preston 
10  Denise Book 
12   Laura Lyon 
12   Dan Artis 
17   Amy Ballengee 
17  Joy Ballengee 
26  Allison Hurley 
28  Kathy Davis 
28  Paulette Mitchell 

OFFERINGS  
 

January 5  $3,585.00 
January 12  $3,390.00 
January 19  No service 
January 26  $3,807.57 

ATTENDANCE 

January 5 59 
January 12 48 
January 19 N/A 
January 26 71 

Tuesday, February 11,  
1:00 PM @ Mex-Itali 

There is a sign-up sheet at the 

church if you plan to attend.   

For more info, contact Mary Maple  

740-858-3909 or Trish Shaffer 740-

858-2307. 

Emmaus Walks are happening soon! 
Have you ever considered attending a Walk To Em-
maus?  Itôs a 72 hour event, where participants are im-
mersed in Godôs love and grace, and given practical 
help for deeper discipleship.  The Walks are held at 
Cornerstone GMC in Ashland, KY.  The Menôs week-
end will be held THR, 4/3 through SUN 4/6.  The 
Womenôs Walk will take place THR, 5/1 through SUN, 
5/4.  The cost is $75 per person and scholarships are 
available.  All meals are included.  If you have ques-
tions, or would like more information, please contact 
one or more of the following: 
Pastor Pete   740.370.5490 
Trish Shaffer   740.858.2307 
Jamie Prater   740.357.1702 
or someone else who has been 
on the Walk, including Donnie 
Richards, Karen Ciraso, Lori 
Holsinger, Leichia Davis and 
many others. 
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A Valentineôs Dinner is in the works!!!   
 

Keep your and open for more  
 

information!!! 
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Second Annual Road To Bethlehem Approximately forty (40) individuals 
helped to make ñThe Road to Bethlehem,ò held at Oldtown Methodist Church, a success.  Of 
those 40, 18 were from Nauvoo Methodist Church!  It had rained all morning on Dec 15, 2024, 
and the ground was soggy.  It was, however,  a ówarmô 40+° compared to last yearôs below freez-
ing temperatures.  Around 120 cars came through the multi-stationed event that took about 15 
minutes to complete.  Gideon Bible representative, Dale Egbert, was at the end and gave Bibles to 
all who wanted one. The final number: 190 Bibles!  Several other items were given to the guests, 
including Service Information for both churches, an Inn Keeperôs Key, a small scroll with the 
Christmas Story, and the Story of the Candy Cane.   
Unfortunately, not all stations are pictured, but you can watch the video by going to Oldtown 
Methodist Church on YouTube and searching for wƻŀŘ ǘƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ нлнп or going to:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfbzqmOLZP8 

Izzy Clark as Mary visiting 
her cousin Elizabeth, played 
by Angie Sparks. 

Silas Horner and Tim Wel-
lington were the Tax Collec-
tors. 

Pam Lutz and Trish Shaffer were 
the greeters and handed out maps 
and gold coins to help pay their 
taxes and tariffs.  

Prophet Neal Foster shared the 
scriptures that predicted the birth 
of the Christ Child. 

An announcement was made to the 
shepherds, (not pictured), to go to 
Bethlehem and the angels sang. 

Thomas Sparks Roman  
soldier read the census and 

tax decree from  
Caesar Augustus 



 5 

 

Pictured at Right L-R:   
Shepherds Leichia Davis,  
Gabby Sparks, Grace Lu-
cas, & Chloe Lucas outside 
of the manger with a cow, 
llama, and donkey 

Below Left: Pete Shaffer as 
the Inn Keeper wishes 
travelers luck in finding a 
place to stay for the night 

Preparing for the show front: Preston Skaggs & 
Keri Conkle as Joseph & Mary and Pat Ciraso, 
Narrator Rear: Silas Horner  & Thomas Sparks 

Wisemen:  Brock Entler, Bill Minnix and Mark 
Spradlin 

Dale Egbert, Gideons Rep. and Anne Smedley 

Some of the Angels waiting in the sanctuary. L-R: Ka-
ren Ciraso, Jamie Prater, Lori Holsinger, Yvonne 
Kinney Rear: Garnet Renn 

Waiting in the sanctuary before we started were the 
Ladies from the Market Place. L-R: Rachel Minnix, 
Kim Greenhill, Becky Jenkins, Braylynn & Aubrey 
Sparks, and Becky Sparks 
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Leadership Team Meeting Highlights for Monday, January 13, 2025 
 

Attendance (10):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Denise Book, Rhonda Hammond, Jamie Prater, Jennie Entler, JR 
Holsinger, Linda Horner, Karen Ciraso, Allison Hurley, and Roger Cunningham.  
 

 

TREASURER REPORT: 
     Beginning Balance:    $75,790.53 

     Offerings:                     20,620.49 
     Expenses:                    (15,816.63) 
     Ending Balance           $80,594.39 
       Offerings under by $615.29 per week 
 
PASTORôS REPORT:  Pastor Pete Shaffer 
MON 1/20  7:30 PM  OVFA @ Valley FD 
Lenten Services will be at 6:00 PM—3/9 @ Burg; 3/16 @ SW Christ; 3/23 @ Oldtown; 3/30 @ Haverhill; 
4/6 @ Minford; 4/13 @ Nauvoo (Palm Sunday) 

Pete was voted in as Chaplain for the OVFA—first time they have had one. 
Pete requested to have a meal on our turn of the Lenten Services.  Jennie said she would pass it on to Sondie. 
Preachers from Cornerstone will be taking a turn preaching during the Lenten Services.  Pete will not be 
preaching this year, will however lead the praise music at SW Christ.   

 
LAY LEADER REPORT:  Jamie Prater 
Some ladies have asked Jamie about putting poems or quotes in the monthly newsletter.  I said I have re-
quested items or info for years.  I will now put it in the bulletin again.  I said all they have to do is get it 
to me. 

Drainage problem at the end of the handicap parking lot.  Trustees are aware, Township is aware. 
Jamie brought forth some parsonage issues that was brought to her attention by Trish. 

Back door awning broke during the hurricane that came through here and they were unable to use the 
back door.  Brock came and put a temporary prop on it—however, it failed too.   

Garage door will not open when it is cold and they have to pull the string and manually open the 
door. 

Garage roof leaks and that has been called about but have not heard back. 
Unrepaired ceiling damage from rook leakages in several rooms—someone came but have not heard 
back from them. 

Laundry room window was replaced because it broke but now there is mold around it. 
Jennie suggested that there be a yearly Trustee inspection as was done years ago.  Since Brock was not able 
to be here as he was at Urgent Care, she will pass it on to him. 

 

TRUSTEE REPORT:  Brock Entler  
Brackets for TVôs are in—hopefully they along with Tim Wellington will be able to do them this Saturday. 
Brock said that construction of lift should happen after the 1st of February as soon as Nathan gets his part 
done 

Jamie brought up that she had told Myra about getting the piano tuned when her tuner comes in. 
 

CHILDRENôs MINISTRY REPORT:  Allison Hurley 
Wants to have a meeting after church on February 2nd for those interested in teaching Junior church—need to 
get 2 people working each time. 

Pete asked about VBS—Do we want to do it this year?  Need to decide by the February meeting so we can 
order VBS supplies 

 

Cookie exchange went really well.  Maybe include recipes next year. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Valentineôs Day?  Friday, February 14th.  Are we doing anything?  
Easter is April 20th.  Are we having an Egg Hunt?  Sunrise Service? 
 

Roger closed the meeting and JR said the closing prayer.   
Next meeting will be Monday, February 10, 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Choir Practice  
on Sunday Mornings  
at 10:00 AM.   

For more information,  
contact Myra Parker. 

Keep your 
eyes open for 
winter clear-
ance deals 

for OCC.  Items to watch for are 
hats, scarves, gloves, Valentine 
items including toys, pencils and 
coloring books to name a few. 
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Nauvoo Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

6:00 PM 

3/9  Wheelersburg     Rev. Ed Litteral 
2/25  South Webster Christ     Rev. Bob Morrow 
3/3  Oldtown      Rev. Wayne Young 
3/10  Haverhill UMC    Rev. Dennis Evans 
3/17  Minford      Rev. Tom Charles 
3/24  Nauvoo      Rev. Perry Prosch 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

