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ñFor though by this time you ought to be teachers, 

you have need again for someone to teach you the  

elementary principles of the oracles of God éò 

ðHebrews 5 : 12a (NASB) 

 
 
Most of you know that I am an Ice Hockey 

fan.  Iôve never played the game:  I canôt even skate!  
But, I am fascinated by those who do 
play the sport.  It is amazing to me that 
a human person can move up and down 
the ice so quickly, and with such agili-
ty, while standing on two very thin 
blades of steel.  And I love the intensity 
of the game; the intricacies, the strate-

gies, and the teamwork required to be successful.  Fi-
nally, I find the game engaging.  With a few excep-
tions, Ice Hockey fans tend to be more dedicated to 
the game than the fans of other sports.  They know the 
players, not only of their favorite team, but the oppos-
ing ones, as well.  They understand the mentality and 
personalities of the players more so than the average 
fan. 

 
As I write this article, those of us who follow 

the Columbus Blue Jackets are 
getting ready for an exciting 
event.  On March 1st, the CBJ 
will play in, and host, their first 
outdoor, or ñStadium Seriesò 
game in the history of the fran-
chise.  You see, a few years ago, 
the National Hockey League decided to hold one or 
two of these types of events per season.  The idea was 
to bring the game back to the ñold days,ò as a remind-
er that ice hockey was a game originally played on 
frozen ponds and lakes.  Most of todayôs professional 
players got their start by playing outdoors when they 
were children.  So, in the midst of each season, the 
League sponsors these events to take us all back to the 
simpler, more innocent times.  Itôs a way to showcase 
the game the way it used to be; plain, basic, and una-
dorned as the game is today. 

 
The author of the Book of Hebrews wrote an 

interesting comment to his readers, regarding the ba-
sics of the faith.  He must have had 
a personal knowledge of many of 
them, because he was keenly aware 
that they had already been instruct-

ed in the primary teachings of Christianity.  He ex-
pressed some concern that even though they had pre-
viously heard the foundational material of our faith, 

and should be mature enough to teach those things to 
new believers, many had either forgotten, or had just 
left behind, the stuff they had once known so well.  
While he makes his comments in a rather chastising 
manner, almost shaming his readers for their spiritual 
ineptitude, I believe he is on to something very im-
portant. 

 
Rather than expressing shame or dissatisfac-

tion, I would encourage all of us to take some time to 
revisit those ñelementary principlesò as sort of a re-
view.  It wouldnôt hurt anyone to go back and study up 
on what we believe, and why those basic tenets are so 
important.  A lot of churches offer classes on themes 
like ñBasic Christianityò or ñWhat We Believe,ò 
which are geared for new Christians or people explor-
ing the faith.  But, I think it would benefit us all to go 
back to the ñsimpleò teachings; those doctrines that 
define who we are and how we live.  And as we enter 
the season of Lent, this would be an excellent time to 
do just that. 

 
Wednesday, March 4th is Ash Wednesday, the 

traditional beginning of the Lenten 
Season.  Lent is the fourty-day peri-
od (excluding Sundays) which 
leads up to the Easter celebration.  
In many denominations, Lent is a 
time of self-reflection and self-
examination.  It is a time to take a 
close, hard look and try to see ourselves as God sees 
us.  It is a time to rid ourselves of habits and behaviors 
that are not helping us to become more Christlike. 
Some people think it is a time of self-denial, a season 
to ñgive something upò for God.  But, I would counter 
that mentality.  I would like to challenge each of you 
to not give up something for Lent, but rather, take on 
the task of getting back to the basics.  Let us all seek 
after a renewal that is based in the foundational teach-
ings of Christianity.  Letôs revisit things like who Je-
sus is; what the Bible is all about; the importance of 
Prayer; how to lead someone else to Jesus, and the 
many other principle lessons that we learned so long 
ago.  Itôll be like the NHL taking the game back out-
side to the days when life ï and sport ï were so much 
less complicated.  Have a great Lenten Season! 

(Oh, and é Go Jackets!) 

  

 

   Pastor Pete 
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Please make the following changes to your church directory: 
 

 Page 9:  Nancy Casey will no longer be using the PO Box, just her street address as 
   listed in the Directory. 

Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday, March 10, 2025 
at 6:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Room   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

Donations of Pre-filled Eggs and 
cash donations are being accepted 
to purchase prefilled Easter Eggs 

for our annual  
 

Easter Egg Hunt  
 

at the Community Park on  
 

Palm Sunday,  
April 13th,  

 

following Morning Worship. 
 

If you would like to donate,  
please mark your check or envelope for 

Easter Eggs.   
Thank you and God Bless!!! 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 
March 5th  
at 

 7:00 PM  
in the Church Sanctuary 
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Thursday, March 13th,  
1:00 PM  

@ Ollieôs Burgers & BBQ 
There is a sign-up sheet at the 
church if you plan to attend.   

For more info,  

contact Mary Maple  740-858-3909 

or Trish Shaffer 740-858-2307. 

  3ðNancy Casey 
  4ðKristen Bernard, Christopher Lyon 
  7ðDan Maple 
  8ðTim Wellington 
  9ðChuck Horner, Ken Irwin,  
           Mike Payne, Tim Wellington                                                                                                      
15ðBob Hill 
16ðMcKenzie Lester 
19ðAngel Hammond, Rainey Johnson 
20ðLeichia Davis 
24ðBrady Lyons 
26ðEmily Hammond, Mark Hammond 
27ðBrooklyn Johnson 
31ðPam Lester, Sharon Wessel

  6ðJohn & Myra Parker 
10ðRoger & Misti Cunningham 
12ðMike & Lori Payne 
21ðPaul & Sondi Conley

Itôs Time to Save Seeds!  
JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES  
GARDENING PROJECT 

HELPS PEOPLE TO HELP THEMSELVES  

  

       DESIRED SEEDS:      

Corn and Bush Beans in bulk 
would be greatly appreciated 

Beets     
Broccoli                             
Cabbage   
Carrots 
Cauliflower    
Corn 
Cucumbers 
Green/Bush Beans    
 
 

Herbs 
Lettuce 
Melons 
Peppers  
Radishes  
Spinach/Greens 
Squash/Pumpkins    
Turnips                              

WE HELP 

Persons who have lost jobs, 
Senior Citizens          

  Families on Low Incomes 
Families on Fixed Incomes  

DEADLINE: 
April 1st 

2024 Report 
 

2,496 Gardens 
33,800 lbs seed Potatoes 
45,800 baking potatoes 
21,600 tomato plants 

Donations from 14 states 

Monetary donations would be 
greatly appreciated!! 
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Hearts Afire Hoping for Spring  
 

 We had good food and great fun at our dinner 
on the 23rd of February!  After 7 weeks with 7 snows, 
we all needed a change; thus the name change of our 
event!   
 

 A total of 56 people joined us at Ollies Burgers 
and BBQ.  The dinner was a buffet of pulled chicken, 
pulled pork, mashed potatoes, green beans, smoked 
mac and cheese, tossed salad, fountain drinks, and a 
variety of homemade deserts provided by Sondi Con-
ley. The evening started with a Challenging Trivia 
Quiz assembled by Trish Shaffer.  The overall winner 
was Garnet Renn, with Paul Conley naming all 14 
NFL Teams that had birds or animals in their name.   

 A jar filled with Conversation Hearts, M & Ms 
and Candy Kisses brought prizes to those guessing  
Total number of hearts April Skaggs,  Total number of 
phrases: Myra Parker and  Total number of pink col-
ored hearts: Diane Reese.  

 There were several bingo winners, and 30 peo-
ple won door prizes that were bundled in mugs, bowls, 
and baskets designed and assembled by Kima Lauder 
and Mary Maple.  A large spring wreath  by Kima was 
won by Heather Howard.   
 

 Special thanks goes to Jennie Entler for being 
our money collector and to Kimmy Sparks and Paisley 
Wellington for providing our child care at the 
church.  Mary & Trish located the venue, decided the 
menu and helped Kima to decorate the tables.  Kima 
also designed the backdrop for picture taking.  
  
   Special thanks to all who came and helped                 
 to make it a memorable evening! 

Above:  
Sondi & Paul Conley 
Left:  
Heather & Brian Howard 

Below:  
Christy & Kenny Irwin 

Left:  April Skaggs 
Below Left:  Mary Maple 
Below:  
Kay and Shane Perry

A few of the door prizes! 
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Starting Left going Clockwise:  
Kima Lauder and Mary Maple bundle items for 
door prizes.  Tom & Angie Sparks, Kara and 
Ryan Stump with David & Diane Reese play Bin-
go, Nora Netzer and Bill Burchett,  Bev Mignerey 
with Stella & Sophia Preston, Mike & Lori Payne,  
Gary & Becky Sparks, Christy & Kenny Irwin 
with Brian and Heather Howard hoping for a 
Bingo win! 
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OFFERINGS 

 
 

February 2  $4,602.59 
February 9  $3,966.00 
February 16  $2,605.00 
February 23                 $2,615.00 

ATTENDANCE 

February 2  61 
February 9  74 
February 16  54 
February 23                 80 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
 

Joy Irwin, aunt of Scott Bauer and Brian Howard 

 Thanks so much for your donation for House of 
Faith Orphanage Ministry.  We appreciate all that you do 
for Haiti. 
 Still having many problems with the gangs.  I was 
reading in II Kings 6 about Elisha and how he prayed in 
verses 18-20 in blinding the Assyrian army to protect the 
Israelites.  God did that for him and then he prayed they 
could have back their sight.  God did that too.  If God is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever, he can do that for Haiti 
and blind all those gangs.  And when they are captured and 
put in prison, then sight will return.  I am praying this every 
day for the Haitian people.  Help me pray.  God Bless you. 
  Love, ñMomò Barb Richter 

 Thank you so much for your generosity to the min-
istry of CRADLE!  Your donations positively impact the 
lives of our clients and their children.  Your giving helps 
those who are in great need during difficult times in their 
lives.  Itôs because of caring people like you that we are 
able to continue serving those that need help in the sur-
rounding communities.  Last year, we were blessed to serve 
329 families, 570 children, and see 17 moms, dads, and 
even a grandmother accept Jesus as their personal Saviour!  
All the praise goes to Jesus!  Thank you for your continued 
support of this ministry!  I pray that God blesses you abun-
dantly for your giving! 
 

ñGive, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall 
men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that 
ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.ò 

ðLuke 6:38 
 With a grateful hear, Mandy Arthur, Ex. Director 
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Leadership Team Meeting Highlights for Monday, February 10, 2025 
 

Attendance (8):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Denise Book, Cathy Coleman, Rhonda Hammond, Jennie Entler, JR 
Holsinger, Linda Horner, and Roger Cunningham.  
 

TREASURER REPORT: 
     Beginning Balance:  $80,594.39 

     Offerings:                   14,146.44 
     Expenses:                  (17,982.11) 
      $76,758.72 
     Ending Balance  Offerings under by $62.20 per week 
One week of offerings was lost due to snow closure. 
$3,800 more was spent in January than offerings coming in. 
AWAC apportionments of $5,000 was paid in full. 
The deeds with the correct name has finally came in 1 İ years later at a cost of $884. 

 

PASTORôS REPORT:  Pastor Pete Shaffer 
FRI 2/14  4:30 PM  Lauder Wedding in Lancaster 
SUN 2/16  3:00 PM  Vespers @ Hillview 
MON 2/17  7:30 PM  OVFA @ Union Twp FD 
FRI 2/21  6:30 PM  Emmaus Gathering in Ashland 
SUN 2/23  5:00 PM  Hearts of Fire Dinner 
MON 3/3  12:00 PM  Cluster @ VUMC 
TUE 3/4  7:30 PM  WTFD Business meeting 
WED 3/5     Ash Wednesday 
Lenten Services begin after Ash Wednesday.  Nauvoo will be hosting on Palm Sunday, April 13th.  Pete re-
quested we have a meal after the service.   

 

PPRC REPORT:  Cathy Coleman 
They met last week, Cathy was not in attendance.  Pete said they finished the clergy evaluation.  
Meeting is held quarterly and combined with Oldtown.  However, meetings can be held separately if needed. 

 

 

TRUSTEE REPORT:  Brock Entler via Jennie (He got called to a fire) 
Jake Howell gave Brock a proposal of $4100 for the concrete work needed.  He has already been paid 
$7,000.  Questions arose about this cost, because it was thought that it was in the 1st proposal.  Jennie is 
going to have Brock pull the first proposal and check it out. 

$400 to fix the parsonage garage door. 
Brock put a metal plate on the ramp to help with transition in the door. 
Estimate of $1,200 ï 1,400 to have chain link put up at the back of the gravel parking lot. 
Getting estimates to repair 3 awnings.  Parsonage garage roof was patched and repaired but was told it needs 
to be replaced. 

Trustees want to start doing a yearly inspection. They will schedule it with Pete and Trish beforehand. 
 

SERVICE STEWARDS:  Sondie Conley 
All goodðwe will have a meal for the Lenten Service. 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
EgghuntðLeichia wants to have it on Palm Sunday, April 13th at the Fire Station, right after church.  Want to 
see if people will donate to purchase prefilled eggs. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Pete sent us all a text message about purchasing ink pens with church info on them.  Do we want?  No. 
Our website with FM Solutions with Dave Stevensðcommunication isnôt very good.  Pete got info from a 
place called SIMPLE--$425 a year and $94 a month.  Going to talk to Tim to see if he has any ideas what 
would be good for us.   

 

Roger closed the meeting and Cathy said the closing prayer.   
Next meeting will be Monday, March 10, 2025 at 6:30 PM 
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Nauvoo Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

6:00 PM 

3/9  Wheelersburg     Rev. Ed Litteral 
3/16  South Webster Christ     Rev. Bob Morrow 
3/23  Oldtown      Rev. Wayne Young 
3/30  Haverhill UMC    Rev. Dennis Evans 
4/6  Minford      Rev. Tom Charles 
4/13  Nauvoo      Rev. Perry Prosch 

 

Offerings will benefit the Scioto County Homeless Shelter 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

