
   

 

   The Nauvoo News         2025 

 
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our  

behalf, that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him.” 

— II Corinthians 5 : 21 (NASB) 

 
I love my dad.  Iôm so thankful that he is still 

around and doing so well.  He is fairly healthy, walks a 
few miles just about every day, and 
is still able to do the things he en-
joys.  And he is one of the best pie 
makers I know!  Whenever we have 
a family dinner, we can always 
count on him to provide dessert.  

More often than not, itôs a ñmelt-in-your-mouthò crea-
tion that he has whipped up, seemingly without hardly 
any effort.  I keep telling him, ñYou ought to enter a pie 
or two in the contest at the County Fair.  Youôd surely 
win!ò  But, he wonôt do it.  Heôs simply satisfied to 
make pies for family and friends.  Itôs what makes him 
happy. 

 

Our relationship wasnôt always copasetic, unfor-
tunately.  When I was just a kid, he encouraged me to try 
playing Little League Baseball, which I did  é for one 
season.  He came to the games, watched as we struggled 
on the field (we lost all of our games), and tried to offer 
some much needed words of encouragement.  When I 
decided to play football, again he 
came to every game.  Many times 
on Saturdays, we would have our 
own scaled down ñskull session,ò 
breaking down the good and the 
bad of Friday nightôs performance.  Beyond that, be-
cause of my constant ñrunning aroundò and his compli-
cated work schedule, we didnôt see much of each other, 
or spend much time in important conversation.  He was a 
stickler for making sure that I did my chores.  I, on the 
other hand, was lazy by nature, and grass mowing, leaf 
raking, wood chopping, trash duty, pet feeding and the 
like, didnôt match my idea of important weekly details.  
To say we occasionally clashed would be an understate-
ment. 

 

I know, now, that he was trying to prepare me 
for ñlife after high school,ò as my friend Pam called it.  
He knew what I didnôt; that my education was just about 
to get started, once I completed the twelfth grade.  And 
he didnôt want me to venture out into the world unpre-
pared.  What he expected of me was for my own good.  
And he never expected more of me than he did of him-
self.  That was the key. 

 

Recently, I was asked by a non-believer about 
how faith works.  For him, the stories of the Old Testa-
ment are difficult to accept.  They seem so outlandish to 
him.  He wasnôt raised around church folks, and was 

never really involved in being taught the Bible.  I tried to 
encourage him to stick with his Bible reading, and to be 
sure to ask questions.  I also tried to steer him toward 
focusing more on the Gospels – the stories about Jesusô 
life.  I told him that he might understand the Old Testa-
ment better if he would read it in light of understanding 
Jesus more. 

 

But then, a funny thought entered my own mind.  
It struck me that, sometimes, what we know about Jesus, 
or what we read about Him, can be a bit mind-boggling, 
as well.  And itôs especially hard to try and wrap our 
brains around this ñJesus is God in the fleshò business.  
But for me, the most difficult thing Iôve ever tried to be-
lieve about Jesus is the statement that the Apostle Paul 
makes to the believers in Corinth when he says that God 
made Jesus, who knew no sin, to be sin on our behalf.  
How could a father do that to his own son?  My dad 
made me do a lot of things that I really didnôt want to do, 
but he NEVER made me take the blame for anyone 
elseôs mistakes.  Trust me, I made more than my share of 
mistakes, and I failed to live up to the expectations that 
were placed on me, many times.  Some of those episodes 
were difficult to endure.  Sometimes, I got away with no 
one knowing about my heathenism, and no price was 
paid.  But, not once was I ever told to take the punish-
ment for someone elseôs transgressions.  I remember that 
there were a couple of instances where my dad would 
look me in the eye, and ask, ñDid you do it?ò  And, he 
expected an honest answer.  If I could look him in the 
eye, and honestly say, ñNo Sir,ò then that was all he 
wanted from me.  I cannot imagine him ever saying to 
me, ñWell, I believe you are innocent, BUT you still 
have to take the punishment.ò 

 

But, thatôs exactly what God, the Father, did to 
His own Son, Jesus Christ.  When Jesus hung on the 
cross, He physically became the moral defectiveness of 
us all.  Whatever mistakes, transgressions, impurities 
and the like that weôve all ever committed, were piled 
into Jesus.  He literally bore our shame, our guilt, and 
our suffering for a reason.  He took the punishment.  His 
Father said, ñGo to the cross, Son, and take the rap.  I 
know you didnôt do any of it, but someone has to pay.  I 
want it to be You.ò 

 

Thatôs the most difficult thing for me 
to understand.  Why would God do that?  
And, why would Jesus accept the punish-
ment?  We all know why.  ñFor God loved 
the world so much that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever would believe in 
Him would not perish, but have eternal life.ò 

Thank You, Father! 
  

  Pastor Pete 
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Please make the following changes to your church directory: 
 

 Page 9:  Nancy Casey has gotten rid of her PO Box and will be only using the Forrest 
   Ave. address. 

Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday, May 12, 2025 
at 6:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Room   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

Seed Sorting Help Needed! 
Wednesday, May 7th  10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
Come Help Sack Seeds for Jackson Area Ministries Garden 

Project for Scioto County!  We set up Assembly Line Style. 

Each person has a pile of seeds and we pass the sack from 

person to person.  At the end of the line we count them into 

boxes for the 12 area food pantries.  If we can get 18 people, 

we can be done in 1İ hours.  We will be sacking for 500 gar-

dens!! 

100 Flats of Tomato Plants Are 
Being Delivered Later In The 
Day on May 7th. We Will Need 
Help Unloading Them From The 
Truck. Delivery Time To Be De-

termined. 
  

    Questions?? Call Trish ((740)7273284 
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Saturday, May 17th  
12:00 PM 

 

Nauvoo Church Fellowship Room 
 

Sign-up sheet on the information table at the 
church. 

 

For more information, contact Jennie Entler at 740-
357-8349.  RSVP Jennie by phone or on sign-up 

sheet by May 11th. 

  1—Gary & Becky Sparks 
  5—Thomas & Angela Sparks 
23—Tim & Paulette Mitchell 
28—JR & Lori Holsinger 

  5—Larry Livingston  
  5—Blaine Scott 
  6—Tanner Richards 
10—Angela Sparks 
11—Evy Stump 
16—Craig Castle 
16—Steve Mignerey 
18—Linda Horner 
20—Tammi Castle 
20—Ruth Charles 
20—Carl Weghorst 
21—Angie Renn 
23—Donnie Richards 
26—Austin Bricker 
27—Emily Weghorst 
28—Kristy Terry 
28—Joe Bernard 
29—Andie Jo Bricker 

Mayôs gathering  
for Lunch Bunch  
will be at  

Buffalo Wild Wings 
 Tuesday, May 6th at 1:00 PM 
     Questions?  

Want To Add Your Name?   
Call Mary Maple 740-464-0628  

or  
Trish Shaffer (740)727-3284 
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Holy Potatoes!  At the end of March, 4,200 pounds of free pota-

toes, including 900 pounds of seed potatoes, came to Scioto County 

at Nauvoo Church's parking lot thanks to Jackson Area Ministries. The 

potatoes came in 50 pound bags and were distributed through 11 ar-

ea food banks which included seven different Church denominations. 

Trish Shaffer helped to coordinate the effort while Wheelersburg 

Methodist Church provided a truck 

and driver to pick up the potatoes 

in Nelsonville, Ohio and deliver 

them to West Portsmouth. Pastor 

Pete helped to load potato bags 

for the different pantries.  

The potatoes are gleaned from 

previously harvested farm fields by volunteers from The Society of 

St. Andrew. The non-profit organization brings people together to 

harvest and share healthy food,  and reduce food waste, while offer-

ing nourishment to hungry neighbors. You can find out more 

at  https://endhunger.org/ 

Driver and Pastor Perry Prosch from 
Wheelersburg Methodist Church 

Pastor Pete, second from left, carrying a 
bag of seed potatoes for Beech Fork 
Church 

LUNCH BUNCH!  The Lunch Bunch met at Mex-Itali on April 8th with 12 in attend-
ance. Wilma Gore arrived early and decorated our tables for Easter! She had a huge basket 
filled with goodies and plastic eggs, greenery and flowers down the middle of the tables.  Af-
ter a  devotion by Trish Shaffer, the ladies opened the eggs to find a Little Jesus!  Cards were 
signed for 9 people. Mayôs gathering will be at Buffalo Wild Wings, Tuesday, May 
6th at 1:00 PM.  
Pictured L-R Starting Upper Left Going Clockwise: Trish Shaffer & Wilma 
James; Wilma Gore, Judy Browning & Pam Lester; April Skaggs, Wylodine Jones & 
Connie Shy; Gayle Shinkle, Barb Warner & Mary Maple;  Nora Netzer 

https://endhunger.org/
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New Life At Nauvoo! Not only did we celebrate the resurrection 

of Jesus on Easter morning, but we also celebrated the hatching of 4 baby 
birds!  For the 3rd time in 4 years a robin has made a nest in the wreath on 

the front door of the church. There are cur-
rently 4 birds that are being fed and they are 
growing bigger by the day! According to an 

internet search, baby robins or nestlings 
hatch after about 12 to 14 days of incuba-

tion.  Nestlings, start very small, weighing around 25 grams at hatching.  By 
2 weeks, nestlings reach about 3/4 of their adult size  and their weight can 
almost triple. Roughly 14 to 16 days post-hatching, fledging occurs, mean-
ing theyôre ready to leave the nest.  Itôs been a joy to be part of the journey. 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross      
 A very moving service was held 
April 18th at Oldtown Methodist with 16 in at-
tendance. Eight banners hung around the room, 
each representing a station.  
 Karen Lewis led us through the events of 
Good Friday, followed by different individuals 
reading scripture.  
 Hymns were played between each sta-
tionôs readings and we sang along, visualizing 
our Saviorôs suffering and ultimate sacrifice. At 
the end of the song, the light over each banner 
was turned off.  

Anna Davis & Gayle Shinkle 
follow along in the guide book. 

Karen Lewis (rear) led partici-
pants while Lori Payne followed 
along. One of the banners is seen 
on the wall. 

Easter Sunrise!  
A beautiful sunrise 
service was held at 7 
a.m. at Washington 
Township Park. 
There were 32 people 
in attendance. It was 

the warmest sunrise service anyone could remem-
ber at 64°!   A breakfast assembled by Paul & 
Sondi Conley was served in the Firehouse Meet-
ing Room. 

Pastor Pete sharing the Word 

Lori & JR Holsinger with Pat 
Ciraso 

L-R: Danny Artis, Scott 
Davis, Heather Howard 

Pre Service Visiting L-R: Lisa, Mo, and Jamie Prater Back Sidwalk: Dan-
ny Artis and Scott Davis Rear Seat Picnic Table L-R:  Brock & Jennie 
Entler, Pam Lester and Linda Horner Front Seat Picnic Table: Tammy 

and Eric Flanery 
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OFFERINGS 

 
 

March 30  $1,672.25 
April 6   $3,845.23 
April 13  $3,378.25 
April 20  $3,327.25 
April 27  $3,552.00 

ATTENDANCE 

March 30    62 
April 6     68 
April 13  107 
April 20  136 
April 27    54 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
Paul Lester, brother-in-law of Pam Lester 
Ronda Garner, niece of Wilma Gore 
Brent Powell, husband of Donita Powell 
Les Bradshaw, son of Thelma Bradshaw and nephew of  
    Diana Wellman 

 Thank you for your donation for House of Faith.  You 
are a blessing to us.  We were having a trying time to find all 
of Mayôs money for food, etc.  We appreciate your donation to 
help out on the mission. 
 Haiti is still over run with the gangs.  The government 
wants the police to leave the gangs alone.  Sounds like the 
government is on the corruption.  It has been said by one of 
our missionary friends in Haiti:  ñThe thinking is the govern-
ment is a cover for the drug smuggling and ammunition com-
ing into Haiti.ò  Only God can correct this.  We are waiting on 
Him.  He will answer.  I think when it gets too desperate, then 
God will step in and get glory to His name.  Help us pray for 
Haiti.  May God bless all of you.         
    Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Thank you so much meat/cheese and fruit trays.  We 
ended up taking them to our auntôs house where we gathered 
after the memorial.  We sincerely appreciate your kindness.  
Thanks also for the love you showed to dad during his time at 
Nauvoo.    Elizabeth Wickham, Julie Hazelbaker and families 
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Visit From Mozambique Missionary Terri Cash   
7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÖÉÓÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ 4ÅÒÒÉ #ÁÓÈ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ 
ςχÔÈȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ 3ÏÍÅ 0ÌÁÃÅ 3ÐÅȤ
ÃÉÁÌȢ 7ÈÅÒÅ ÂÁÒÅ ×ÁÌÌÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÔÒÏÏÍ 
ÓÔÁÌÌÓȟ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÁÎÃÅÓȟ ×ÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÒÏÎ ÈÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÇÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÄÏ×Óȟ 
ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ПÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÄÒÙȟ ÂÁÒÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÁÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÇÁÚÅȤ
ÂÏ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ПÌÏÏÒ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÄÄÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ 
ÂÅÅÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÉÎÇȦ  
 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ 
ÁÂÏÕÔȦ  ,ÁÓÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ 
ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 

-ÏÚÁÍÂÉÑÕÅ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÐÒÏÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ 
ÌÏÏÓÅÒȟ ɉÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒɊȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÂÅȤ
ÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÆÏÒ τπ 

ÙÅÁÒÓȟ  ÒÉÇÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ 
ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎȤ
ÕÅÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓȟ  
ÒÉÏÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÉÎÇȟ ɉÏÒ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÌÉÍȤ
ÉÔÅÄ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÏÆɊ ÍÁÎÙ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆПÉÃÅÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÓÈÕÔÄÏ×Î 
ÈÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÕÐ 4ÅÒÒÉȭÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÒÅÎÅ× ÈÅÒ ÖÉÓÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÐÉÒÅÄ ÌÁÓÔ .ÏȤ
ÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ  !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÁ×ȟ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÆÏÒ 
ÒÅÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ  3ÈÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρπÔÈ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎȤ
ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙ ÏÆ Á ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÄÁÔÅ Ǫ 
ÔÏ ÓÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ 
ÆÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÏÒ :ÉÍÂÁÂ×ÅȢ 
 

 'ÏÎÄÏÌÁȟ -ÏÚÁÍȤ
ÂÉÑÕÅ ÉÓ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌÌÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÏÎ Á 

ÍÁÊÏÒ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÅÁÓÔ ÔÏ ×ÅÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
"ÅÉÒÁ ÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÄÉÁÎ /ÃÅÁÎȢ 3ÏÍÅ 0ÌÁÃÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ 
ÓÈÁÐÅ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÓÈÏÐȾÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȾÃÁÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ  4ÈÅ 

ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÓÈÏÐ Ǫ  ÃÁÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ 
Á ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ПÉÎÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ   0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÕÔ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÈÏÕÒÓ ×ÏÒËÅÄȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÓ 
×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ #6ÓȢ  7ÉÔÈ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ÏÎ ÓÉÇÈÔ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙȟ (ÏȤ
ÔÅÌÉÅÒȟ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍȟ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ "ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ "ÕÓÉȤ
ÎÅÓÓ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ  ÁÎÄ -ÁÔÈ  ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÔÁÎÄȤ
ÁÒÄ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȢ  !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ- ÒÏÏÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÏÌÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÆȤ
ÆÅÅ ÓÈÏÐȢ  )ÔÅÍÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÂÁËÅÄ ÇÏÏÄÓȟ 
ÊÁÍÓȟ ÓÁÕÃÅÓȟ ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÔÏ 
ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏȤ
ÃÁÌÓȢ  

Some Place Special 2024 

Some Place Special 2025 

Prayer   Requests  
 

¶ Completion and approv-
al of our  

Government registration in    
Mozambique  

 

¶ Construction of our   
second floor  

 

¶ Purchase a vehicle   
Trish Shaffer, Terri Cash &       
Pastor Pete Shaffer 

Allison Hurley, Terri Cash & Cindy Hurley 
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Nauvoo Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

All High School  &  
College Graduates  

will be recognized on May 18th 
We want to know who you are!! 

 

PLEASE Call the church  
at 740-858-2621, sign the sign-up sheet 

at the church,  OR  
Email:  secretary@nauvooumc.org 

 

West Graduation is May 16 
Notre Dame is May 18 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

