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ñFor God has not given us a spirit of 
fear and timidity, but of power and love 

and self-discipline.ò            
            - II Timothy 1 : 7 
 

By all observations, it seems the season 
of fear is upon us.  Nicely manicured lawns 
have been transformed into cemeteries; neigh-
borhood homes now resemble haunted man-
sions; folks are putting the final touch-
es on their ñspookyò costumes; evening 
and late-night TV schedules are filled 
with classic horror movies; and Hal-
loween decorations, which have been 
on the store shelves since August 1st, 
are now becoming hard to find.  If 
thereôs something to be said for mod-
ern culture, it is that society has bought 
into the theme of ñFright is Right!ò  
This is the time for thrill-seekers, the 
macabre, and adrenaline junkies.  Wan-
na-be witches dot the landscape, and 
night stalkers come out, in full force, at 
all times of the day.  It seems that we 
cannot escape, nor would ever want to 
miss out on, a good scare, no matter if weôre on 
the giving or receiving end. 

 
I suppose if being frightened, or making 

sure others are, is your thing, so be it.  Iôve nev-
er quite understood the need to be scared out of 
oneôs wits.  When I was growing up, there was a 
TV station out of Columbus that showed horror 
movies late on Friday nights.  The show was 
called ñChiller Theatre,ò which was hosted by a 
fellow wearing dark sunglasses and who spoke 
in a deep, mysterious voice.  His name was Fritz 
the Night Owl.  Some of my friends never 
missed it.  (I usually found some other sort of 
mischief to get into)  Nowadays, METV has a 
similar program on Saturday evenings, hosted 
by some guy known as Svengoolie.  Heôs a cul-
tural icon.  He dresses up like a dead guy from 
18th century England, lives in a casket, and has 
rubber chickens thrown at him.  I find him to be 
sort of a cross between Boris Karloff and Soupy 
Sales. 

 

The unfortunate part to all of this is not a 
fascination with all things ñspooky,ò nor is it a 
dance with the demonic.  It is, regretfully, that 
fear has become fashionable.  And that affects 
us as believers.  Most Christians have become 
complacent, or even frozen, when it comes to 
being an intelligent witness to those around us.  
The testimony of the Cross has always been, and 
will always be, the power unto salvation.  Jesus 

once told his followers to ñnot fear 
those who kill the body, but are una-
ble to kill the soul; but rather fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.ò  (Matthew 10:28)  Giv-
ing up our testimony to fear is, I be-
lieve, tantamount to trea-
son.  There is no reason 
for it, nor is it accepta-
ble.  We have an obliga-
tion to God to faithfully 
proclaim the Good 
News.  In his second let-
ter to his friend, Timo-
thy, the Apostle Paul 
said that we do not oper-
ate out of fear.  Fear is 

not a part of our language.  Rather, Paul says, 
we function in the Spirit of God, who gives us 
power and love and self-discipline.  In our 
world, there is no room for being frightened.  
We literally hold the only message of hope to 
found anywhere in the universe, and there are 
millions out there who need to hear it.  Now is 
not the time to back down; now is time for a 
bold witness! 
 

   Pastor Pete 
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Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday,  
October 13, 2025 
at 6:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Room   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Cook                  Joy Irwin 
Bill Powell                       Paul Lester 
Ronda Garner                 Brent Powell 
Les Bradshaw                 Ruth Mershon 
Nora Netzer                    Cathy Coleman 
Rachelle McLaughlin    Gary Meade 
Connie Snyder               Frances Williamson 
Alice Newman               Richard Phillips 

Our All Saints List includes those listed.  
If there is someone missing and you 
would like them to be on the list, please 
let us know by Thursday, October 31st.  
Messages can be given to Rhonda, Pastor 
Pete, left on the church answering ma-
chine at 740-858-2621, or emailed to 
Rhonda at secretary@nauvooumc.org.   

Sunday, November 2nd 

The 
Lunch  
Bunch 

 
Will be going 
to Cofee at 

The Lofts, 842 Gallia Street, Ports-
mouth, on Tuesday, October 7th at 

1:00 PM.   
For more information, contact 
Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2307. 

 

There is a sign-up sheet on the  
information table if you are 
 interested in going. 

10 ð Jackie Blanton 
11 ð Gracie Lauder 
12 ð Randy Shy 
18 ð Wyatt Terry 
20 ð Nora Netzer 
23 ð Ken Renn 
26 ð Kimmy Sparks 
28 ð Braxton Diddle 
30 ð Drew Cunningham 

October 
18 ð Emily & Carl Weghorst 
25 ð Dave & Diane Reese 

Daylight Savings Time 
Comes to an END!!! 

(Boooo!!) 
 

Donôt forget to set your clocks 
BACK 1 hour before going to 

bed on  

Saturday, November 1 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+time+change+clipart&view=detail&id=D7121269F304403574C044B33B2FAB0CF9293D08&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
Frances Williamson 
Alice Newman, mother of Misti Cunningham and Melody  
  Messer 
Richard Phillips, husband of Barb 

OFFERINGS 

 
August 31  $1,314.00 
September 7  $5,017.84 
September 14  $2,286.35 
September 21  $2,706.00 

ATTENDANCE 

August 31  64 
September 7  63 
September 14  82 
September 21  80 

 Thank you for supporting my River Days journey and being 
there every step of the way! 
   Miss WestðGrace Lucas 

Chairlift Dedication and 
Potluck Dinner 

 
Sunday, October 5 

After Morning Worship 
In the Fellowship Room 

 
Church will provide beverages. 

Bring a dish or two or three, whatever 
you want and share in our celebration. 

 
Free Chairlift Rides available!!! 

If you would like to participate in one 
of these following ministries: 

 
Service Stewards 

Or  
Road to Bethlehem 

 
Sign up sheets are available on the In-
formation Table at the church. 
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Thank You For Giving 
To The Lord!   

WOW! During an 8 day 
marathon from September 
15-24, 2025, we had 16 
different people came to 
help sort, remove packag-
ing, count, and box the 
MANY purchased and/or 
donated supplies.  There 
will be a bit more work to 
do when the bulk orders 
arrive, but most of it is  

finished!   
Thanks also goes to all 
those who purchased or 
donated supplies or sup-

plied funding! 

Starting lower left, going clock-
wise: Kathy Davis sorts stuffed 
animals, Dan Maple removing 
stickers from cups Diana Well-
man unpackaging 575 pair of 
swim goggles, John Parker bag-
ging some of the 300+ socks and 
marking age group, Wilma Gore  
Unpacking donated leis, Barb 
Warner and Loreen Maple re-
moving stickers from cups 
Not Pictured: Sarah Hall  and 
Lori Payne 
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Starting upper left, going 
clockwise:  Karen Ciraso 
counts tiny toys, Gaylene St. 
Leger-Cox sorts through 
donated toys, Terri Cash 
bags individual outfits from 
donated childrenôs clothing, 
Our storage room the 
shelves are stacked ceiling 
to floor!  Trish Shaffer with 
Mary Lou Fillmore bag-
ging some of the 300+ socks 
and marking age group, and 
Peggy Melvin removing 
packaging and putting the 
toy pieces into a reusable zip 
bag. 



6  

 

     September Lunch Bunch Group at Mex-Itali 


